
Live playoff
coverage

Follow tonight’s
Vidor game

online:
Beaumont

Enterprise.
com/

huddle

.com

www.BeaumontEnterprise.com THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2011 $1.00

ENTERPRISEBE
AU

M
ON

T

PENN STATE FIRES PATERNO, PREZ: 1B
NEW STUDIO
IS IN THE
MAKING:
CAT5

ENTERPRISEENTERPRISEENTERPRISE

MAN GUILTY
OF TRYING
TO KILL HIS
GRANDMA: 6A

VIDOR CAN’T
TOAST BOOZE
SALES WIN
QUITE YET: 3A

Today is the last day
to sign up for Empty
Stocking Fund: 10A

67/36
Sunny

Weather
Adventure ...........5B
Classified ...........8B

Comics...............4B
Markets.............. 6A
Obituaries........... 7A
Opinions............. 8A

Puzzles...............7B
TV/Movies..........6B
YourSports..........1B
YourWorld ........... 9A

Inside

Vol. CXXXII, No. 5 ■ Section designed and copy edited by Vic Odegar and Christopher Clausen, VOdegar@BeaumontEnterprise.com

Driver says she wishes she could trade places with dead girls

Amanda Jean Lewis’ pleas for
probation did not work on a 10-man,
2-woman Orange County jury, which
sentenced her on Wednesday to eight
years in prison for intoxication man-
slaughter in the death of 11-year-old
Katie Grubbs.

The Vidor resident had pleaded
guilty to the charge before the case
went to trial on Monday, admitting
her use of pain medication on the day
the wreck that killed Katie and her
sister, Cristin Grubbs, 12.

Lewis, 26, could see additional time
added to that sentence when she faces
trial for Cristin’s death. The Orange
County District Attorney’s office set
separate trial dates so Lewis’ sen-
tences could run consecutively, but a
second court date has not been set.

Jurors reached their decision after

SENTENCE, page 4A

Taxmas
tree idea
falls flat

It’s an “artificial” controversy.
After major fallout from the U.S.

Department of Agriculture’s approval
of a 15-cent fee on each Christmas
tree sold, the White House announced
Wednesday the program would be
delayed.

The fee would have underwritten a
promotional effort similar to the “Got

■ After backlash, Uncle Sam
backs off 15-cent Christmas
tree tax that would help
promote sales of real trees.

By Sarah Moore
SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0730
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Teenager’s
death stuns
his school
■ A seemingly healthy
football player and star pupil
had bleeding in his brain
and undiagnosed leukemia.

8 years for fatal crash

TREES, page 4A

Charismatic, smart
and full of personality —
that’s how teachers and
friends are describing
Jerson Tizol.

“He was a great, funny
guy,” said Samuel Rueda,
14, who went to church
with Tizol. “His par-
ents had chickens and
we would chase them
around. He was a good guy to hang
around with.”

He also was the kind of student who
made Janice Burgan remember why

By Amy Moore
and Jared Ainsworth
ARMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0727

BEAUMONT

TIZOL, page 4A

By Heather Nolan
HNolan@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0724

Photos by Guiseppe Barranco/The Enterprise

After receiving a sentence of eight years for intoxicated man-
slaughter, Amanda Lewis is taken into custody at the Orange
County Courthouse on Wednesday. The sentence stems from

the 2010 wreck that killed Katie Grubbs, 11, and Cristin
Grubbs, 12. This trial was for the death of Katie. Lewis will also
be tried in the death of Cristin.

See the stars at Wednesday night’s Country
Music Association awards show: Beaumont
Enterprise.com ■ Who won? 10A

The best in country music

Tammy McKinley/The Enterprise

Sales of real trees like those at Beaver’s
Christmas Tree Farm in Nome have lost
ground to artificial tree sales.

Jerson
Tizol, a
West Brook
High School
sophomore,
died on
Tuesday
at age 15.

Oh, taxenbaum! Should the government tax Christmas trees
for trade group promotions? BeaumontEnterprise.com/speakup

Sandy Nugent, right, the mother of Katie and Cristin Grubbs, received several hugs after
exiting the courtroom after the sentencing of Amanda Lewis.
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sentence: ‘Until you serve your time, I will not forgive you,’ father of victims says
two hours of deliberation,
and Lewis wept as 128th
District Court Judge Court-
ney Arkeen announced her
punishment. She faced up
to 20 years in prison.

Lewis was the final wit-
ness to take the stand in the
punishment phase of her
trial, sobbing during most
of her testimony.

Defense attorney Paul
Fukuda asked Lewis about
her use of the muscle relax-
ant drug Soma, but when
he asked how many of the
pills she’d had on the day of
the accident, she couldn’t
tell him.

Several times she looked
toward the girls’ parents,
Grant Grubbs and Sandy
Nugent, and told them she
was sorry.

“I wish I could take it
back,” she said. “I would
trade places with your
daughters in a heartbeat.”

After the courtroom
emptied, Grubbs and Nu-
gent would not say whether
they were pleased with the
jury’s decision. Their only
statement was that “they
made their verdict.”

Both had stayed com-
posed as they read victim

impact statements while a
photo slideshow of the girls
played over a screen in the
courtroom.

Nugent said Katie, whose
nickname was Katie Bug,
was “incredibly sweet and
worried about everyone
else.” She said Cristin had

a raspy voice “with a twang
I’ll never forget.”

Nugent told Lewis her
life stopped on Nov. 6,
2010 with the deaths of her
daughter, and that if her
girls were alive they “would
tell you how selfish you
were to take those pills and

get in the car and drive.”
Grubbs looked Lewis in

the eye and told her, “I’m a
very compassionate man,
but until you serve your
time, I will not forgive you.”

Lewis was driving a
Dodge SUV on Nov. 6, 2010
that hit a Lincoln Town Car

driven by Grubbs. She vir-
tually hit Grubb’s car head-
on. Katie and Cristin were
passengers in the back
seat.

Katie, whose death was
the focus of this trial, had
compound fractures that
exposed bones in the leg,
bruises, cuts, spleen dam-
age and bleeding in her
chest cavity, forensic pa-
thologist Dr. Tommy J.
Brown testified Tuesday.

Lewis and Fukuda asked
the jury to give her proba-
tion and Lewis took much
of her time on the stand
to talk about her four chil-

dren — ages 8, 6, 5 and 3.
Her 5-year-old is a special
needs child who has cere-
bral palsy, she said.

During closing argu-
ments, Fukuda objected af-
ter Prosecutor Phillip Smith
told jurors that the incident
affected him as well as the
family. Smith raised his
voice and nearly shouted,
“I’m sorry, it affects me.”

Arkeen asked the at-
torneys to calm down, ac-
knowledging the nearly
three-day trial had been
emotional for everyone in-
volved.

Continued from page 1A

trees: Texas trade group opposes the 15-cent tax, though not all growers agree
Milk?” campaign. The in-
dustry began seeking ap-
proval for the tax from the
agriculture department
several years ago after
market studies indicated
that live trees were losing
ground to artificials.

Southeast Texans were
quick to weigh in on the
merits of the debate on The
Enterprise’s Facebook page
and elsewhere.

Many commenters were
outraged by the tax, which
they characterized as an
unwelcome government
intrusion.

“They would tax every
breath if they could ... this
is flipping ridiculous,” com-
mented Desiree Riley.

Others felt it would sim-
ply be ineffective.

“If the tax is to fund a pro-
motional program where
real trees are better than
artificial ones ... wouldn’t
the logical thing to do be
to tax the artificial trees?”
asked Lindy Ryan.

Fewer commenters de-
fended the fee, noting that
it wasn’t initiated by the
president, as was widely
represented by other me-
dia reports. And, after all, it
was only 15 cents per tree
— an item purchased only
once a year.

Some perceived it as a
discriminatory tax on a “re-
ligious symbol” although
others countered that, de-
spite its name, the Christ-
mas tree is not symbolic of
the Christian church.

Before the approval
was reversed, the National

Christmas Tree Associa-
tion had applauded the
agriculture department’s
decision.

“The program is de-
signed to benefit the in-
dustry and will be funded
by the growers at a rate
of 15 cents per tree sold,”
a news release on the as-
sociation’s web site said.
“The program will be ad-
ministered by an indepen-
dent 12-member board of
small business owners who
grow and sell farm-grown
Christmas trees.”

The statement went on
to say that the fee was not
expected to affect the price
consumers pay for their
trees.

The promotional pro-
gram is known as a “check-
off” and has been used for
other agricultural products
such as beef, cotton and,
as previously mentioned,
milk.

Calls to the National
Christmas Tree Grow-
ers Association were not
immediately returned
Wednesday.

Not all growers were in
favor of the checkoff.

According to a wire news
report, “of the 565 com-
ments submitted to the
USDA, 398 supported the
proposal, 147 were op-
posed and the remainder
fell into other categories.”

Texas growers were
strongly represented in the
opposition.

“If the large wholesale
growers want it, fine, but
they can pay for it with-
out reaching into the small
growers’ pockets,” said

Robert Childless of the Tex-
as Christmas Tree Grow-
ers Association. “I feel that
marketing for my products
is my responsibility and I
choose to rely on my ef-
forts.”

However, Texans didn’t
present a unified front.

Bob Beavers, a Nome
Christmas tree grower, said
the fee wouldn’t raise the
price of his trees or ad-
versely affect his bottom
line.

Beavers, who spends the
whole year nurturing and
grooming his trees — about
9,000 of them, mostly im-
proved Virginia pines —
said he thought the pro-
gram could help spread the
word about the superior
quality of live trees over ar-
tificial.

He noted that in recent
years the artificial tree in-
dustry spread a story that
live trees contained allergy-
causing mold, adding that
an ad campaign of this sort
could help to combat those
kinds of scare tactics.

He also thought an ad
campaign could help to
encourage people to buy
live trees, which tend to
be American grown, over
artificial, which tend to be
imported from other coun-
tries.

But either way, Beavers,
who has been in the Christ-
mas tree business since
1983, is looking forward
to the Christmas tree sales
season, which starts for
him on Nov. 21.

“We have a lot of fun at
the tree farm,” he said.

Continued from page 1A

tizol: ‘We had absolutely no idea he
was sick. He went to football every day.’
she became a teacher.

“No matter how hard it
gets, you have somebody
like Jerson, who makes you
think, ‘Yeah, I do this for
people like him,’” Burgan
said.

Tizol, a sophomore at
West Brook High School,
died Tuesday at M.D. An-
derson Hospital in Hous-
ton. He was 15.

After telling his parents
he didn’t feel well and mak-
ing several trips to a Beau-
mont hospital last week,
the family learned that the
seemingly healthy football
player and star student had
bleeding in his brain and
undiagnosed leukemia.

“This was completely,
painfully unexpected,” said
Burgan, who taught Tizol at
Odom Academy and was
his mentor at West Brook.
“He was a little guy, but
there wasn’t much that
stopped him. He was very
well liked, had a good per-
sonality and was very char-
ismatic. We had absolutely
no idea he was sick. He
went to football every day
and never complained.”

There were times dur-
ing practices when Tizol,
a defensive lineman on

the freshman team, would
burst past offensive line-
men and disrupt plays,
showing he didn’t care that
he was one of the smaller
players on the field.

“He would wreck prac-
tice,” assistant coach Will
Falker said. “If we were
running offensive plays in
practice, he would liter-
ally be in the backfield get-
ting the handoff before we
would even run a play.

“He looked like a small
guy until he put the pads
on. He always played big-
ger than his size and he
would always smile.”

Head coach Craig Stump
and assistant coach Nathan
Byerly told Tizol’s team-
mates on Tuesday. It hap-
pened so suddenly, Byerly
didn’t know anything was
wrong until he received
word of Tizol’s death in an
email.

“It just makes you realize
that something can happen
at any point in time,” Byerly
said. “You never know. The
main thing I wanted the
kids to take from this is
that nothing is guaranteed.
Don’t spend your life think-
ing that you’ll do things lat-
er on. Make sure you take
care of your business now.”

Burgan said that’s what

Tizol did in the years she
knew him.

Burgan said Tizol really
wanted to make his parents
proud. He did well enough
in the academy’s advanced
Pegasusprogramthatwhen
he entered ninth grade at
West Brook, he had enough
credits to be classified as a
sophomore.

“Anything he decided
to do, he did it,” she said.
“He carried his weight plus
some.”

Kristi Fuselier, student
activities director at West
Brook, said after the school
learned of Tizol’s death,
campus principal William
Daniels asked students
to dedicate a moment of
silence to Tizol and sug-
gested they collect money
for the family to help with
medical expenses.

Within 30 minutes, stu-
dents and staff had raised
more than $2,200.

“When tragedy strikes,
we’re going to reach within
and hang on tighter to those
within the West Brook fam-
ily,” Fuselier said. “We can
comfort each other.”

Visitation and funeral
services are pending with
Claybar-Kelley-Watkins
Funeral Home.

Continued from page 1A

Tammy McKinley/The Enterprise

Bob Beavers of Beavers Christmas Tree Farm in Nome voiced his support of the 15-cent
Christmas tree tax because the money collected would go to promote live trees.

Guiseppe Barranco/The Enterprise

Sandy Nugent, right, and Grant Grubbs address the media after the sentencing of
Amanda Lewis on Wednesday. Lewis received eight years for involuntary manslaugh-
ter from a 2010 auto accident that claimed the lives of the couple’s daughters, Katie
Grubbs, 11, and Cristin Grubbs, 12, who are shown in the photo at right.
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FREE Varicose Vein Screenings
Call Now to Reserve Your Spot!

Minimally Invasive Procedure Now Available

Call for an Appointment Today!

#7 Bayoubrandt Drive
Beaumont, Texas

409-832-8323

www.veincentersoftexas.com

Varicose
Veins

Swollen
Legs

Skin
Damage

Skin
Ulcers

Back to Normal Activity
Usually the Next Day

Office-Based Procedure

Covered by Most Insurance,
Medicare and Medicaid

98% of Patients Would
Recommend this Procedure

Free Screenings Thursday and Friday
November 10th and 11th

911 Green Ave. Orange, Texas 77630

November 11th & 12th
10:00 to 5:30

CLOSED WED. & THURS.
TO PREPARE


