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change for the better.
Lamarwill begin spring

practicesMarch 19with at
least three new coaches on
Woodard’s eight-person
staff, he saidMonday as he
introduced twoof those new
coaches anddiscussed other
staff changes.

More changes could be in
the offing.

“You just don’t know,”
Woodard said.

WhatWoodard does know
is Lamarmustwinmore
games than it did last season.
Lamar attendance dropped
as losses piled last season,

Firefighters were able to contain a wildfire in Sour Lake
on Monday, but not before 100 acres of woodland burned.

David Lisenby/The Enterprise

Firefighters from Emergency Services District No.
5, Nome VFD, Bevil Oaks VFD, and Lumberton Fire

and EMS battled a 100-acre fire on Silver Star
Raod in Sour Lake on Monday.

HardinCounty suffered its
worstwildfire season in history
last year, losing 12,351 acres of
land to 96 fires.

Extremedrought conditions
andhighwindsweremostly to
blame— factors someweather
pros saywon’t be as severe this
year.

Still, the threat remains, as
was evidentMondaywhen 100
acres ofwoodland off of Silver
Star Road in Sour Lake burned.
The fire, which is still under
investigation, began sometime

before 2 p.m. andquickly spread,
temporarily threatening sev-
eral homes and the nearby Big
Thicket Preserve.

By 5 p.m., fire crews from
Lumberton, Pinewood, Bevil
Oaks, Nome andEmergency
ServicesDistrict 5 had contained
the blaze.

A fire that is containedmeans
firebreaks are constructed
around the blaze, but it contin-
ues to burn and could get past
the breaks. If a fire is controlled,
it will not spread beyond those
firebreaks.

Windy conditions onMon-
day helped thewildfire, which
is the first this year forHardin

County, spread across the heav-
ilywooded area. Fire crewswere
seen combating the fire onATVs,
since a goodportion of the fire
burned in areas no fire truck
could reach.

JanAmen, a Texas Forest
Service fire prevention special-
ist, said last week thewildfire
outlook this year is better for East
Texas.

“Right nowEast Texas is in
pretty good shape, there’s still
somehot spots in thewest,”
she said. “Hopefullywe’ll keep
getting these showers and it will
keep the ground saturated and
the rest of the rainwe getwill be
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By David Lisenby

SOUR LAKE

Lamar football
makes changes

Lamar football lost five
games in a row last season,
andwhen that streak ended,
coachRayWoodard prom-
ised it would never happen
again.

Now,with an expanded
andoverhauled coaching
staff,Woodard hopes things

■ Three new coaches
have joined the staff,
in hopes that this
season will be better.

COACHES, page 7A

BEAUMONTWildfire season returns

Father Gary Thomas visited
the Beaumont Catholic Dio-
cese to give a talk about
demonic possession and the
ancient rites by which they
are expelled.

Coach Ray Woodard addresses the media Tuesday concern-
ing new assistant coaches for the 2012 football season.

Guiseppe Barranco/The Enterprise

By Christopher Dabe

Basketball diaries
A look at the HS boys 2011-
2012 basketball season

Beaumont
Enterprise.com/sports

.com.com

100 years of ads
Looking back at the ads
geared toward early 20th
century women: Beaumont
Enterprise.com/photos

FatherGary Thomas
admitted that not everyone
believes in demonic pos-
session.

Not all Catholics, not all
Catholic priests andnot all
Catholic bishops.

While fewdispute the
existence of evil in the
world, a literal personifi-
cation of that seems like
something fromanother

Exorcist comes
to Beaumont
■ Father Thomas
spoke about his
work on Monday at
St. Anthony.
BEAUMONT

By Sarah Moore

Beaumont
Enterprise.com/
speakup

What do you
think about
exorcism?

EXORCIST, page 7A

Dave Ryan/The Enterprise
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New Highs 79
New Lows 21

Vol. (in mil.) 3,362
Pvs. Volume 3,299
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52
28

NYSE NASD
DOW 12977.34 12883.91 12962.81 -14.76 -0.11% t s s +6.10%
DOW Trans. 5159.15 5099.93 5125.74 -34.39 -0.67% t t s +2.11%
DOW Util. 455.16 450.90 454.51 +0.76 +0.17% s s s -2.19%
NYSE Comp. 8109.52 8057.54 8091.26 -33.92 -0.42% t s s +8.21%
NASDAQ 2973.93 2940.52 2950.48 -25.71 -0.86% t s s +13.26%
S&P 500 1369.59 1359.13 1364.33 -5.30 -0.39% t s s +8.49%
S&P 400 976.93 969.19 973.44 -3.61 -0.37% t s s +10.72%
Wilshire 5000 14426.32 14314.49 14372.52 -53.80 -0.37% t s s +8.97%
Russell 2000 804.26 795.99 803.65 +1.23 +0.15% t t s +8.47%

HIGH LOW CLOSE CHG. %CHG. WK MO QTR YTDStocks Recap

Stocks To Watch
52-WK YTD

STOCK DIV PE CLOSE CHG HIGH LOW %CHG
52-WK YTD

STOCK DIV PE CLOSE CHG HIGH LOW %CHG
AGL Res 1.84 17 39.78 +.31 43.69 34.08 -5.9
AT&T Inc 1.76 47 30.99 +.12 31.94 27.27 +2.5
AbtLab 1.92 17 57.28 -.11 57.52 46.29 +1.9
AlcatelLuc ... 2.38 -.01 6.63 1.39 +52.6
Alcoa 0.12 14 9.87 -.37 18.47 8.45 +14.1
Allstate 0.88 21 31.55 +.31 34.40 22.27 +15.1
Altria 1.64 18 30.26 +.30 30.40 23.20 +2.1
AEP 1.88 9 38.26 +.30 41.98 33.09 -7.4
AmExp 0.72 13 52.97 -.02 54.45 41.30 +12.3
Amgen 1.44 17 67.23 -.50 70.00 47.66 +4.7
Apple Inc ... 15 533.16 -12.02 548.21 310.50 +31.6
BP PLC 1.92 6 47.96 +.46 49.09 33.62 +12.2
BcBilVArg 0.62 8.85 -.17 13.01 7.02 +3.3
BkofAm 0.04 7.97 -.16 14.70 4.92 +43.3
BarnesNob ... 13.35 +.15 21.06 8.45 -7.8
Belo 0.32 13 7.01 -.21 9.27 4.36 +11.3
BestBuy 0.64 9 24.64 +.33 32.98 21.79 +5.4
BlockHR 0.80 16 16.20 -.12 18.00 12.54 -0.8
Boeing 1.76 14 74.13 -.77 80.65 56.01 +1.1
BookMill 0.20 2.89 +.02 5.74 2.04 +18.9
BrMySq 1.36 15 32.92 +.33 35.44 24.97 -6.6
CBL Asc 0.88 37 18.04 +.23 19.35 10.41 +14.9
CVS Care 0.65 17 45.17 +.14 45.39 31.30 +10.8
CapOne 0.20 7 49.38 -.51 56.26 35.94 +16.8
Caterpillar 1.84 15 110.09 -2.40 116.95 67.54 +21.5
CenterPnt 0.81 6 19.31 -.22 21.47 15.09 -3.9
CheniereEn ... 15.88 -.79 17.07 3.17 +82.7
Chevron 3.24 8 109.32 -.29 110.99 86.68 +2.7
ChicB&I 0.20 18 45.24 -.63 47.74 23.88 +19.7
Cintas 0.54 19 38.23 -.08 39.34 26.39 +9.8
Cisco 0.32 15 19.60 -.16 20.49 13.30 +8.8
Citigrp rs 0.04 9 33.68 -.42 46.90 21.40 +28.0
CocaCola 2.04 19 69.23 +.05 71.77 61.29 -1.1
CocaCE 0.64 12 28.09 -.24 29.99 23.03 +9.0
Comcast 0.65 19 29.10 -.14 29.92 19.19 +22.7
CmclMtls 0.48 13.45 -.19 17.84 8.64 -2.7
Conns ... 14.03 +.43 14.75 4.14 +26.4
ConocPhil 2.64 9 77.56 -.09 81.80 58.65 +6.4
Corning 0.30 7 12.88 -.11 23.12 11.51 -0.8
CortVZ6.25 1.56 26.61 +.34 28.39 25.00 +2.1
CumMed ... 3 3.36 +.06 5.40 2.18 +0.6
Deere 1.84 12 81.83 -.45 99.80 59.92 +5.8
Dell Inc ... 9 17.11 -.25 18.36 13.29 +17.0
DiaOffs 0.50 10 69.07 +.21 81.19 51.16 +25.0
Dillards 0.20 7 61.86 +.74 62.09 37.87 +37.8
DirecTV A ... 13 46.48 -.07 53.40 39.82 +8.7
Disney 0.60 16 42.70 +.34 44.13 28.19 +13.9
DowChm 1.00 16 33.69 -.51 42.23 20.61 +17.1
DuPont 1.64 14 50.89 -.56 57.50 37.10 +11.2
Dynegy ... 1.31 -.06 6.92 1.23 -52.7
ENGlobal ... 2.30 ... 5.07 2.02 +9.0
EastChm s 1.04 11 52.24 -1.31 55.36 32.45 +33.7
Entergy 3.32 9 67.12 -.01 74.26 57.60 -8.1
EthanAl 0.28 22 24.63 +.23 26.90 12.30 +3.9
ExxonMbl 1.88 10 87.01 +.68 88.13 67.03 +2.7
FamilyDlr 0.84 23 54.91 +.42 60.53 44.42 -4.8
FedExCp 0.52 16 90.43 -.35 98.66 64.07 +8.3
Fluor 0.64 18 61.19 -.50 75.46 44.16 +21.8
FordM 0.20 7 12.46 -.26 16.18 9.05 +15.8
GenElec 0.68 15 18.85 -.12 20.85 14.02 +5.2
GenOn En ... 2.50 -.08 4.14 2.04 -4.2
GoldmanS 1.40 26 118.63 -1.33 164.40 84.27 +31.2
Goodyear ... 10 12.72 -.40 18.83 8.53 -10.2
Google ... 21 614.25 -7.00 670.25 473.02 -4.9
Hallibrtn 0.36 11 35.07 -.89 57.77 27.21 +1.6
HarleyD 0.62 18 46.48 -.38 47.86 31.50 +19.6
HlthSouth ... 10 20.43 +.36 28.50 13.65 +15.6
HewlettP 0.48 9 25.01 -.31 43.28 21.50 -2.9
HomeDp 1.16 19 47.39 -.02 48.07 28.13 +12.7
HonwllIntl 1.49 23 59.10 -.65 62.28 41.22 +8.7
Huntsmn 0.40 13 13.33 -.55 21.52 8.13 +33.3

Intel 0.84 11 26.54 -.38 27.50 19.16 +9.4
IBM 3.00 15 200.66 +1.85 199.23 151.71 +9.1
JPMorgCh 1.00 9 40.40 -.23 47.80 27.85 +21.5
JohnJn 2.28 19 64.91 +.14 68.05 57.50 -1.0
KBR Inc 0.20 12 37.10 +.15 39.34 20.86 +33.1
KC Southn ... 22 68.70 -1.05 74.77 45.63 +1.0
Kraft 1.16 19 38.35 +.10 39.06 30.43 +2.6
Kroger 0.46 25 24.20 +.12 25.85 21.14 -0.1
Kubota ... 48.20 ... 53.40 36.81 +16.0
LSI Corp ... 15 8.10 -.23 8.75 4.75 +36.1
LSI Ind lf 0.24 31 6.80 -.10 8.91 5.45 +13.3
LamarAdv ... 32.28 -.23 37.99 16.49 +17.4
LaPac ... 8.10 +.10 10.91 4.41 +0.4
Lowes 0.56 20 28.24 +.11 28.67 18.07 +11.3
Lubys ... 25 4.95 +.23 6.19 3.81 +9.8
Macys 0.80 13 38.24 -.07 38.89 22.50 +18.8
ManpwrGp 0.80 14 42.81 -.29 69.64 31.81 +19.7
MarathnO s 0.68 8 33.46 -.06 35.49 19.13 +14.3
MarIntA 0.40 62 36.07 +.32 39.29 25.49 +23.7
McDnlds 2.80 19 99.94 +.44 102.22 72.89 -0.4
MeadWvco 1.00 21 30.76 -.12 34.51 22.75 +2.7
MensW 0.72 18 39.44 +.35 40.10 24.50 +21.7
Merck 1.68 19 38.45 +.52 39.43 29.47 +2.0
Microsoft 0.80 12 31.80 -.28 32.44 23.65 +22.5
MidsthBcp 0.28 36 12.45 +.15 15.00 9.70 -4.3
Monsanto 1.20 25 80.00 -.73 83.95 58.89 +14.2
MorgStan 0.20 16 18.29 -.58 28.97 11.58 +20.9
NewpkRes ... 10 7.76 -.08 10.62 5.19 -18.3
OcciPet 2.16 12 103.52 -.84 117.89 66.36 +10.5
Oracle 0.24 17 30.24 +.28 36.50 24.72 +17.9
Penney 0.80 24 38.68 -.26 43.18 23.44 +10.0
PepsiCo 2.06 16 62.79 +.27 71.89 58.50 -5.4
PetSmart 0.56 22 56.40 +.92 56.39 37.76 +10.0
Pfizer 0.88 17 21.50 +.09 22.17 16.63 -0.6
PhilipMor 3.08 18 85.42 +.87 84.73 60.45 +8.8
Pier 1 ... 18 17.00 +.40 17.44 8.60 +22.0
Praxair 2.20 20 108.42 -.73 111.74 88.64 +1.4
ProctGam 2.10 17 66.95 +.28 67.77 57.56 +0.4
Prudentl 1.45 8 61.53 +.19 65.30 42.45 +22.8
RoyDShllA 3.36 14 72.53 -.22 77.97 57.97 -0.8
SearsHldgs 0.33 74.48 -1.48 87.66 28.89+134.4
SempraEn 2.40 13 58.90 +.01 59.74 44.78 +7.1
SonicAut 0.10 14 18.49 -.06 18.64 10.11 +24.8
SonicCorp ... 29 8.05 -.02 11.86 6.35 +19.6
SwstAirl 0.02 34 8.74 -.22 12.88 7.15 +2.1
SprintNex ... 2.43 -.07 6.45 2.10 +3.8
Sunoco 0.80 38.80 -.24 40.73 22.76 +13.7
Sysco 1.08 15 29.46 +.11 32.76 25.09 +0.4
TJX s 0.38 19 37.40 +.32 37.20 24.13 +15.9
Target 1.20 13 56.70 +.11 56.92 45.28 +10.7
3M Co 2.36 15 87.06 -.46 98.19 68.63 +6.5
TimeWarn 1.04 14 36.96 -.18 39.24 27.62 +2.3
Total SA 2.38 56.30 +.06 64.44 40.00 +10.2
Trinity 0.36 21 33.90 -.23 38.15 19.10 +12.8
UBS AG ... 13.83 -.03 20.04 10.41 +16.9
UltraPt g ... 8 23.39 -.81 51.20 22.85 -21.1
UnionPac 2.40 16 109.55 -1.34 117.40 77.73 +3.4
UPS B 2.28 20 76.32 -.22 77.55 60.74 +4.3
UtdTech 1.92 15 83.29 -1.25 91.83 66.87 +14.0
ValeroE 0.60 7 25.69 -.33 31.12 16.40 +22.0
Verenium ... 8 3.19 -.26 3.55 1.35 +46.3
VerizonCm 2.00 46 39.00 +.33 40.48 32.28 -2.8
WalMart 1.59 13 59.40 +.39 62.63 48.31 -0.6
Walgrn 0.90 11 33.30 +.61 47.11 30.34 +0.7
WsteMInc 1.42 17 35.10 +.21 39.69 27.75 +7.3
WeinRlt 1.16 25.21 +.16 26.95 19.32 +15.5
WellsFargo 0.48 11 30.97 -.31 32.97 22.58 +12.4
Yahoo ... 18 14.62 -.10 18.84 11.09 -9.4
YumBrnds 1.14 24 66.36 +.12 66.65 47.15 +12.5

Fires: Fire fighters hope for rain
runoff.”

Today will be mostly
cloudy, however, chances
for rain are

expected Wednesday
through Friday, with in-
creasing chances for thun-
derstorms Friday evening.
Since the first of the year,
Southeast Texas has re-
ceived 14.89 inches of rain,
more than twice what the
area had at this time last
year.

Hardin County Emer-
gency Management Co-
ordinator Theresa Wigley
said although we have had
rainsrecently,peopleneed
to be cautious when burn-
ing, especially in windy
conditions.

“We were fortunate that
no homes are lives were
lost due to last year’s wild-

fires, a statement not all
areas that experienced
them can say,” she said.

On all but six days in
2011, the Texas Forest Ser-
vice was fighting fires.

A final count shows
there were 30,459 fires
throughout the state that
burned 3.9 million acres.

DLisenby@BeaumontEnterprise.com

Continued from page 1A

eXOrCisT: Priest says he’s a skeptic
era.

Thomas just knows
what he’s seen, and what
the Bible teaches.

“It’s in the scriptures,”
he said. “It’s taught by the
Catholic Church as a te-
net of faith. People make
a leap and believe God
exists; I’ve never doubted
Satan’s existences.”

Thomas, one of few Vat-
ican trained exorcists, flew
from his parish in San Jose,
Calif, Monday to speak to
priests, parishioners and
others at the invitation of
Bishop Curtis Guillory of
the Catholic Diocese of
Beaumont.

Every pew was full at
St. Anthony Cathedral Ba-
silica for a public lecture
given by Thomas. He led
with a presentation on his
experience, knowledge
he’s gained over the years
and a time for people to
ask questions.

Thomas explained that
he leads a healing min-
istry, that sometimes has
“very dramatic” moments.

“Every person comes to
me with a story of suffer-
ing,” Thomas said. “Much
of the time, people who
come are suffering from
issues with mental health.
We have to have a minis-
try to guide people to be
freed from whatever they
are suffering from.”

In an interview be-
fore the lecture, Thomas
described himself as an
“ultimate skeptic” and ex-
plained that when people
come to him fearing that
they are possessed by a
demon, he doesn’t imme-
diately schedule a rite of
exorcism.

In the six years since he
studied under Father Car-
men DeFillippis in Rome,
Thomas has conducted
nine exorcisms. He ruled
out more than 100 other
cases.

His team, including a
physician and a psycholo-
gist, first evaluates the per-
son to determine if a phys-
ical or mental illness could
be causing the problem. In
his lecture, he referred to

this as his “litmus test.”
Often, he said, people

come to see him because
they are struggling with
problems in their lives and
think they could be ex-
plained by demonic pos-
session.

Even if no physical or
mental cause of the prob-
lems can be determined,
Thomas doesn’t leap to a
diagnosis of demonic pos-
session.

That only comes
through further “discern-
ment” as Thomas inter-
views the subject and
carefully watches for
“manifestations.”

“The Exorcist,” released
in 1973, still is the touch-
stone for most people’s
ideas about demonic pos-
session, but Thomas said
it isn’t quite like that.

“There’s no spinning
heads; no green pea soup,”
he said.

However, shaking, roll-
ing eyes, “coughing in an
inhuman way,” inordinate
strength and speaking in
unfamiliar languages all
can be demonic responses
to spiritual provocations.

“It all doesn’t all hap-
pen; but it may happen,”
he said.

Some possessed people
cannot enter churches
without falling on the
floor, growling and thrash-
ing about.

Possession cannot take
place without the demon
being invited in some way,
Thomas said.

Drug addiction, sexual
abuse and other traumatic
events can often lead to
“soul wounds” that can
permit entry of demons.
Dabbling in the occult
through things like Ouija
boards, magic, tarot and
witchcraft also are entry
points for the demonic.

A woman sitting in a
pew close to the altar told
her story about playing
with a Ouija board at the
age of 14 because of its
popularity at that time.
She said that ever since,
strange and unexplainable
occurrences have been
happening.

Thomas advised that

she seek the help of a
priest and continue a life
of sacrament and strong
faith.

But even when a diag-
nosis of demonic influenc-
es is reached, an exorcism
isn’t the first option.

Often, a cure can be
found in the subject’s faith
life: prayer, a strong re-
lationship with God and
avoiding occult influenc-
es, Thomas said.

Early on, Thomas’s
work attracted the interest
of journalist and author
Matt Baglio.The two met
when Thomas was attend-
ing an exorcism seminar
in Rome. Baglio was the
only person in the class
who wasn’t a priest, and
when he asked Thomas if
he would cooperate with
him for a book on the sub-
ject, Thomas agreed, nev-
er dreaming that the book
would be optioned for a
movie starring film legend
Anthony Hopkins.

Thomas said the result-
ing book, “The Rite,” is
both accurate and infor-
mative when it comes to
demonic possession and
exorcism.

The movie — well, al-
though Thomas was a
consultant on the film,
offering his professional
expertise — “the movie is
a movie; some of it’s accu-
rate,” he shrugged.

He stressed that the
film version is not a horror
movie, but “a movie about
faith.”

And while he doesn’t
expect it to become quite
a classic of the genre oc-
cupied by “The Exorcist,”
he said the end result was
beneficial.

“The movie and the
book created, I think, a
very healthy conversation
or set of conversations
about this topic.”

He stressed that it is not
he who has the power to
cast out demons, only Je-
sus Christ can do that.

“I’m just the vessel,” he
said.

SCMoore@beaumontenterprise.com
Twitter.com\Daily_Tiger

Continued from page 1A

COaChes: Will LU have a better year?
when Lamar lost seven of
11 games, including five of
seven in Southland Con-
ference play.

The Cardinals surren-
dered a school-record 430
points in its second season
back from a 21-year hia-
tus. So when Lamar Presi-
dent Jimmy Simmons gave
Woodard the go-ahead to
expand his staff by one,
from seven to eight, his
focus was defense.

As a result, Lamar hired
former Baylor defensive
coordinator Bill Bradley,
who also coached with
Port Neches-Groves grad-
uate and current Houston
Texans defensive coordi-
nator Wade Phillips when
Phillips coached the Buf-
falo Bills in the late 1990s.

“I think we need to im-
prove (on defense),” Woo-
dard said. “We were going
to add a coach there in
some capacity, whether it
be a defensive coordinator
or a position coach. I was
just really trying to find the
best person I could.”

Bradley played at Texas
and in the NFL, where he

earned all-pro honors as
a defensive back for the
Philadelphia Eagles.

Lamar is making chang-
es on the offensive side,
too.

Larry Kueck, who
coached at Lamar in the
late 1980s, returns to the
school as an offensive
coach, Woodard said
Monday.

Kueck said he has been
hired as the offensive coor-
dinator and quarterbacks
coach, a position held by
Todd Whitten for the last
two seasons. Woodard
said Kueck’s title is that of
“offensive assistant.”

As for how Kueck’s hir-
ing impacts Whitten’s role,
Woodard said he was sort-
ing through that and de-
clined to elaborate.

Kueck has been an of-
fensive coordinator at four
Division I college football
programs — Marshall,
Southern Methodist,
Southern Mississippi and
Mississippi. He was a high
school assistant coach for
the last four years at Wood-
row Wilson High School in
Dallas.

“I wanted to get back in

the college game,” Kueck
said.

Bradley and Kueck will
join new coach Dennis
McKnight, a former NFL
playerswho Woodard said
Feb. 1 was hired to coach
the offensive line.

Lamar has also hired
West Brook graduate
Chuck Langston as the
director of football opera-
tions, Woodard said. This
is a non-coaching posi-
tion. Langston will handle
administrative duties such
as ordering equipment
and making travel plans.

Gone from last year’s
staff are Brian Mayper,
now the head coach at Na-
varro College, and Nathan
Reeves, now an offensive
quality control assistant at
Texas A&M University.

Among other changes,
Allen Johnson is now an
associate head coach.
Johnson was a co-defen-
sive coordinator last sea-
son with Craig McGallion,
who will continue as line-
backers coach and recruit-
ing coordinator.

CDabe@BeaumontEnterprise.com
Twitter.com/cmdabe

Continued from page 1A

Father Gary Thomas visits the Beaumont Catholic Diocese to give a talk about demon-
ic possession. He had a chance to talk with the media Monday afternoon. Thomas, one
of few Vatican-certified exorcists ministering in the United States, is the inspiration for
the 2011 thriller, ‘The Rite’ starring Anthony Hopkins.

Dave Ryan/The Enterprise

Firefighters battled a 100-acre fire on Silver Star Raod
in Sour Lake on Monday. By 4 p.m. the fire was 80 per-
cent contained.

David Lisenby/The Enterprise

The Beaumont school
board met Monday to dis-
cuss possible internal su-
perintendent candidates.

After discussing poten-
tial in-house candidates in
a closed session, the board
voted 7-0 to conduct a local
superintendent search.

The board will call the
internal candidates for in-
terviews on March 27.

“I think it would be a
travesty to not go with the
people that were here first
and give them that oppor-
tunity,” Board President
Woodrow Reece said, add-
ing that this does not mean
he wants to rule out outside
candidates.

On Monday, trustees
also decided criteria for the
job posting.

The posting requires the
potential hire to be avail-

able to start June 30, 2012,
so he or she could be a part
of the district’s budgeting
process.

Another requirement
is the job seeker should
preferably hold a standard
Texas Superintendents
Certificate and preferably
be employed by a Texas
public school district.

The posting also lists
previous superintendent
experience as preferred,
although an assistant su-
perintendent from a school
district classified as 3A or
higher would be consid-
ered.

The candidate would
preferably have a doctor-
ate but a master’s degree
would be considered.

The posting also dis-
qualifies applicants with
a less than stellar employ-
ment history.

“Person’s who have been
terminated for cause, non-

renewed, proposed for
termination, proposed for
non-renewal, suspended
or placed on administrative
leave with or without pay
by a Texas public school
district or has been disci-
plined by the state board
of educator certification
need not apply,” the listing
states.

The posting lists
$215,000-$225,000 as base
annual salary range.

“We are not going to go
much higher than $225,000
at this point,” Reece said,
“Salary has been an issue in
this district.”

The board set the dead-
line of March 26 for in-
house applicants to apply
by. The new hire will re-
place Superintendent Car-
rol Thomas, who will retire
in January 2012.
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