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E.J.
Goal: $60,000
Today’s total: $35,458.34

Donation coupon on page 4A.ENTERPRISE
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Unless you have
DirecTV and the NFL
Network, you won’t be
able to watch tonight’s Texans
game. Should the NFL be able to
restrict certain games to its TV network?
Vote: BeaumontEnterprise.com/speakup

Texans tragedy

CHRISTMAS
WITH THE
KAISERS: in
today’s cat5

TWO DANCE
THEIR WAY
TO A BOWL
GAME: 4A

Bowl ’em over
Photo gallery of
Danielle Wiggins and
Kayla Clifton practicing
for the Capitol
One Bowl halftime
show: Beaumont
Enterprise.com

U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady on
Wednesday urged Senate Demo-
crats to put their vacations on

hold, return to Washington and
work with House Republicans to
reach an agreement on a payroll
tax cut extension.

“I think the best guarantee
is to do it now,” Brady, R-The
Woodlands, said in a conference
call with reporters.

“That way we’re not delaying
it. If it can be done right after the
holidays, why can’t it be done be-
fore the holidays or during it?”

If House and Senate leaders
cannot reach an agreement by

the end of the month, Americans
could see their Social Security
payroll tax return to 6.2 percent,
up from the 4.2 percent it was
lowered to a year ago.

That would mean payroll taxes
will go up by almost $20 a week
for a worker making $50,000.

Almost 2 million people could
lose unemployment benefits
as well, and doctors would see
big cuts in Medicare payments,
according to arguments on the
issue.

Brady’s quips about Senate
Democrats returning from vaca-
tion came in response to sena-
tors leaving Washington last

Rep. says tax cut bill can’t wait
■ If House, Senate can’t
reach agreement soon,
Americans’ paychecks
will start seeing effects.
By Heather Nolan
HNolan@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0724

sociated Press got letters
dated Dec. 14 that were sent
by Mark Vickery, Texas Com-
mission on Environmental
Quality executive director, to
Valero’s Texas sites. The let-
ters state the agency has re-
jected the request for a partial
tax exemption on equipment
that removes sulfur dioxide
from crude oil.

A state agency review of in-
formation provided by Valero
Energy Corp. “does not dem-
onstrate that the hydrotreat-
ing equipment provides a
partial environmental benefit
at the site” as required by
Texas rules, Vickery wrote.

Felines with extra toes are receiving extra attention right now

Photos by Tammy McKinley
/The Enterprise

A recent story about a poly-
dactyl cat in Wisconsin has
animal shelters more alert to the
genetic aberration, and when
toting up toes at the Beaumont
city shelter, employees found
Mona.

Polydactyl is a word derived
from the Greek meaning
“many fingers.”

In the case of cats, it is a some-
what common genetic variation
causing extra toes, according to
an article posted on the Manhat-
tan Cat Specialist website.

It is a naturally occurring trait
in other animals and humans as
well.

Polydactyl cats hit the news

this week when Daniel, a shelter
cat in Milwaukee, Wis., was
found to have 26 toes.

That immediately qualified
him as the poster child — er,
cat — in a fundraising event for
a new shelter, which asked for
$26 donations, or one for each of
Daniel’s toes.

The nonprofit group was able
to raise $80,000.

POLYDACTYL, page 4A

By Sarah Moore
SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0730

BEAUMONT

POLYDACTYL CATS: A PET WITH SPARE PARTS Texas regulators
reject breaks for
Valero refineries

The Texas environmental
agency rejected a request
by oil giant Valero for a large
tax break at six refineries,
exemptions that could have
triggered refunds of up to $92
million from the budgets of
cash-strapped school dis-
tricts and municipalities.

Valero has a refinery in
Port Arthur.

On Wednesday, The As-

■ Move indicates
that 10 other requests
will most likely be
turned down as well.

VALERO, page 5A

By The Associated Press

TAX CUT, page 5A

Americans are already
bracing for another financial
hardship in case tax cuts
aren’t extended: 5A

Mona has 24 toes instead of
the normal 18, making her
a polydactyl. She is available
for adoption at the Beaumont
Animal Shelter.

Kevin Brady,
R-The Wood-
lands, is on the
committee to
resolve differ-
ences between
the House and
Senate.
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$8,995*
Price includes $1,000 rebate

*Customer instant rebates (C.I.R.) of $1,000 are available on cash or standard rate finance purchases of eligible Kubota equipment through Kubota Tractor Corporation. C.I.R. not available with 0% A.P.R, or
low rate financing offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A., subject to credit approval. Dealer subtracts rebate from dealer’s prerebate selling price on qualifying purchases.
Subject to dealership inventory. Sales to governmental agencies, independent rental centers, and dealer owned rental fleets do not qualify. Some exceptions apply. Customer instant rebates are not available
after completed sale. C.I.R. availability ends 12/31/11. Does not include set up, tax, or local delivery.

4430 College St • Beaumont, TX
1-866-470-4525

www.beaumonttractor.com

Kubota quality pays – and at a much lower cost
than you might think. Bring home the quality,
feature-loaded L3200F with:

Think it’s time to get your L3200F?
Let your authorized Kubota dealership show you how affordable Kubota quality can be.

• 3-cylinder, 31.0 HPKubota diesel engine
• Reliable 8F/4R shuttle transmission
• Category I, 3-point hitch with over 1,998 lbs. of lift capacity
• Easy-to-read instrument panel and power steering

Think again.
Think you can’t afford a Kubota?
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In Loving Memory of
our parents, Mary
Catherine Bryant
and Gail & Robbie
Bounds, by Elliott &
Kay Bounds ..... $200

We wish all a Merry
Christmas and a Joyful
New Year in 2012.
Donald L. Boudreaux on behalf of:
The Harriet M. Cunningham Charitable
Foundation, Inc. ....................................... $500

In Memory of Margaret Bonich, by John
and Sally Tessler ........................................ $50

In memory of my wonderful parents, Jewell
and John Hatley, by Velma Inez .................... $25

In loving memory of Bryan (B.J.) Jones
by Mom & Dad ........................................... $25

In memory of Robbie Wallace
by Vickie Parish.......................................... $25

In honor of the Volunteer Choir at Best Years
Center from First United Methodist, Beaumont
United Methodist Women............................ $25

In Loving Memory of our daughter, Susan Hataway
LeJunie, by Joan & Bill Hataway ................. $100

In loving memory of my wonderful grandparents,
Josie & Rose Maceo and Antoinette & Charles
Giglio, from Jo Beth Jenkins ...................... $200

Be good stewards for the kids.
Mike Fuljenz............................................. $500

Thank you to Ruth Wade and her friends at
Curves for the great used books. Also, a big
thank-you to Bonnie Farr, Amber Flowers and
Martha Bland for their help in getting all the new
books and to Anna Lee Ruby, Kathy Green, Laura
Stelly, Cheryl Charlton, Becky Nichols and Phyllis
Beaumont for their help in passing out the new
books. Thank you to Ron and Nancy Cunningham
for your leadership. Helen Balfanz ............ $200

In memory of Joseph Buck Persohn Jr. by Danny
& Sheila McFarland .................................... $50

In memory of Larry E. Stackhouse Sr.
& William “Bill” McFarland by Danny & Sheila
McFarland.................................................. $50

In memory of Staunton D. Swift by Danny &
Sheila McFarland........................................ $50

Happy Holidays from your friends at Beaumont
Elks Lodge No. 311 ................................. $311

With Gratitude for the blessing of six wonderful
grandchildren — John Cross, Jr., Lizzie Cross,
Joshua Ratcliff, Chase Ratcliff, Anna Rinando and
Nick Rinando. Nathan & Jo Ann Cross....... $600

In memory of our daughter, Patricia Carol Meynig,
from Bob & Pat Meynig ............................... $50

In honor of our principals, Hoyt Simmons & Deb-
bie Oge, by Coach Quinn & the undefeated Roy
Guess Basketball Team .............................. $50

In Honor of New Baby, Holden Dean.
Merry Christmas! ..................................... $100

Joe Fontana ............................................... $25

In Honor of our troops ................................ $15

In honor of Jim Morrison’s 5 grandchildren.
Dot ........................................................... $50

Merry Christmas from Patty O’Dell, Betty Walters,
Mary Ellen Smith........................................ $30

Merry Christmas, Beaumont,
from the Rubys........................................... $50

“The Hats” – Paul D. and Ford P. ................ $150

Phil D. “The Commissioner” – Phil D. ......... $150

Merry Christmas to our parents, Robert & Mary
Bauer, and in memory of W.J. and Thelma Fisher
— By Jack & Christie Bauer ...................... $100

In Memory of our grandson, Justin Pittman.
“Save a Place for us.”
Sandy & Gail Laurentz .............................. $100

Anonymous................................................ $50

In memory of our Dear Dad, PaPa & Husband,
Bob Morse — by Margie & Family ................ $50

Merry Christmas from Jack & Billie Lee...... $100

Anonymous........................................... $2,000

The Mildred Yount Manion Charitable Foundation
in memory of Mr. & Mrs. E.D. Manion ........ $500

In memory of our parents, Howard &
Ellen Nichols & J.I. & Faye Allison, by Ken
& Paula Nichols........................................ $100

Empty Stocking Fund
Providing food & toys since 1914

Goal: $60,000
Today’s total: $35,458.34
Previous total: $29,077.34

Words exactly as you would like them to
appear, including your name if you wish:

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

Mail to:
EMPTY STOCKING FUND
P.O. BOX 3071
BEAUMONT, TX 77704-3071

Your donation is tax-deductible. Donations to the Empty Stocking Fund also
can be hand-delivered from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays to the first floor
of The Beaumont Enterprise, 380 Main Street in downtown Beaumont.

Help fill E.J.’s stocking
✄

Your name: ___________________________

Your telephone number: ________________

Amount enclosed: $_____________

They’ve danced on
Friday nights in front the
crowds that filled Port
Neches-Groves Indian
Stadium, but now they’re
headed for a much bigger
stage.

Danielle Wiggins and
Kayla Clifton, both Port
Neches-Groves High
School juniors, will be
dancing with about 400
other students from across
the country during the
Capital One Bowl halftime
show.

Both girls have been
dancing for more than 15
years, and said they were
excited about getting to
participate in the patrioti-
cally themed event.

However, they are being
particularly careful to get in
practice time.

“The information
they sent us says if you
don’t come well prepared
enough, they have the right
to kick you off the team,”
Clifton said.

Organizers provided a
DVD showing the dance

routine and a karaoke track
of the music, so the dancers
wouldn’t have any excuse.

When they arrive in Or-
lando, Fla., for the game,
they will only have a cou-
ple of rehearsals with the
whole group before taking
the field.

The routine involves the
group spelling out USA,
among other synchronized
maneuvers.

Clifton said this reminds

her of the tryout for the
school’s dance team, when
they had to teach them-
selves routines.

And Wiggins says their
days on the team and in
the studio are serving them
well, since they’ve done
more difficult maneuvers
and more complicated rou-
tines here.

The halftime show op-
portunity came this past
summer at a camp Wiggins

and Clifton were attending.
They said someone from

the halftime show turned
up there, and chose them
for the performance.

The Capital One game
features the Nebraska
Cornhuskers and South
Carolina Gamecocks, with
kickoff at 1 p.m. Jan. 2. Ne-
braska has a historical edge
in the fray, having won all
three times the two have
played.

Bowl halftime show
to include area teens
n Students will take
their moves from
the PN-G field
to Orlando, Fla.
By Amos Morale III
AMorale@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0729

Danielle Wiggins, left, and Kayla Clifton are headed to the Capital One Bowl Jan. 2, in Or-
lando, Fla., where South Carolina will meet Nebraska and they will perform at halftime.
They will only have a few rehearsals to perfect the routine with the rest of the dancers.

Dave Ryan/The Enterprise

polydActyl: Hemingway was a fan of cats with extra toes
Employees at the Beau-

mont shelter have a some-
what more modest goal for
their polydactyl kitty.

They just want to find a
good home for her.

Mona, who was left at
the shelter on Nov. 15 when
her people could no longer
care for her, is believed to
be about 10 months old.

The silky tortoise shell-
calico mix with longish hair
has a sociable and spunky
personality, in addition
to her 24 toes: two extra
each on her front paws and
one extra each on her back
paws.

“It’s very special,” said
shelter employee Amber
Deggans. “So Mona’s a very
special girl.”

“She’s very playful and
sweet,”Degganssaid.“She’s
great with other cats and
dogs, but she loves people,
so she needs a home inside
with lots of attention.”

Famous author Ernest
Hemingway was a fan of
polydactyl cats, leading to
the term “Hemingway cats”
which is sometimes used to
describe them. They’re also
known as “mitten cats” and
“thumb cats” for obvious
reasons.

Polydactyl cats have a

long and storied history.
The many-toed felines

were popular as ship’s
cats, considered to be both
lucky for the ship and bet-
ter mousers, according to
Manhattan veterinarian
Arnold Plotnick.

“In Norway, polydactyl
cats are known as ship’s
cats because the extra toes
supposedly give them bet-
ter balance on ships in
stormy weather,” his article
reads.

Hemingway’s first poly-
dactyl cat was given to him
by a ship captain.

It is thought that New
England has a greater pre-
ponderance of polydactyl
cats because so many came
on ships with English Pu-
ritans.

The polydactyls in Eu-

rope were not held in
as high esteem, and it is
thought that many were de-
stroyed because of witch-
craft superstitions.

Polydactyl cats arrive
at the local shelter from
time to time, Deggans said.
The last one arrived in late
summer, was subsequently
adopted and now lives in
Austin.

Shelter employees said
Mona is the first tortoise
shell-calico mix they’ve
seen with extra toes, and
they don’t think she’ll go
unadopted for long. Poly-
dactyl cats don’t grow on
trees, and once she finds a
home, it might be months
before another one ends up
at the shelter.

However, should you
miss out, the shelter had

Continued from page 1A

Mona is a polydactyl cat with 24 toes.
Tammy McKinley/The Enterprise

about 10 more cats with
normal feet available — all
colors, shapes and sizes.

Online
For some distinguished
polydactyl cats look
here:

Hemingwayhome.com/
cats/

For more information
on polydactyls:

Manhattancats.com/
Articles/polydactylism.
html

Grand Viewing
Thursday, December 29, 2011 • 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Join us in celebrating the newly remodeled galleries and lobby of the Stark Museum of Art. See the
extraordinary art collection in a new light, enhanced by bold colors and state-of-the-art lighting.
Music will be provided by Jerry Nichols and Texas Thunder and light refreshments will be served.

This event is free and open to the public.

712 Green Avenue in Orange, Texas • 409.886.ARTS(2787) • www.starkmuseum.org
Stark Museum of Art is a program of the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foundation.


