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Will the NCAA Tournament distract you from work?

40%  No. I haven’t 
seen graffiti in my 
part of town in 
years.

48%  Yes. It’s popping up on 
buildings and homes. 

12%  If we worked 
harder to keep truant 
kids in school, they’d be too tired to tag.

VIDEO  District 20-4A track teams talk 
running: BeaumontEnterprise.com

/video ■ MORE on the district meet: 1B

BISD makes plan after audit ■ BETTER, BEST to go to court, 6A

Trial continues for woman facing charges in death of 7-year-old, 10A

Boat ramps don’t have to be a source of frustration for seafarers, Below

Tag — that’s it
Do you have graffiti in your neighborhood?
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BLOG  Keep current with what’s 
happening at all times: thecat5.com
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¤  NIGHTLIFE  KIP’S SPORTS BAR  ¤  LIVE MUSIC  CLAY WALKER

FEELING CRAMPED INDOORS? FIND OUT WHERE YOU AND YOUR 
CREW CAN SHOOT THE BREEZE AND CATCH A BIT OF IT, TOOALSO  SEE WHAT’S GOOD TO SIP ON OUT ON THE PATIO

DIGGIN’ THE PATIOSCENE

Today in cat5
This week’s cat5 will take it outside, with 
your guide to the best open-air parties in 
Southeast Texas: INSIDE THE PAPER. 

ENTERPRISE com
The beautiful people

PHOTO GALLERY  
People magazine’s 

most beautiful people for 
2011: Beaumont
Enterprise.com/photos 

Make your preferences known
READERS CHOICE Vote for the 
best shopping, services, medical 

and dining and entertainmentand you could 
win a gift certificate for $100, $250 or 
$500: Beaumont Enterprise.com
/readerschoice

Port Arthur

By Sarah Moore 
SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com 
(409) 880-0730

West Port Arthur buzzed with 
activity soon after the Eagle 
Otome tanker struck a barge, 

releasing 460,000 gallons of crude 
oil into the Sabine-Neches water-
way and setting loose a noxious 
cloud of hydrogen sulfide Jan. 23, 
2010.

But it wasn’t a warning siren 
that alerted residents to danger — 
a system that some say refineries 

and industrial complexes should 
adopt to ensure Southeast Tex-
ans’ safety.

That morning, the Southeast 
Texas Alerting Network, or STAN, 
notified residents by phone as 
emergency personnel began to 
make door-to-door calls in the 

area that was under evacuation.
Alice Rudolph, a 47-year-old 

cook, returned to her Sixth Street 
home from a Saturday morning 
visit to a local store to find a fire 
truck in front of her house.

Neighborly noise
SE Texans seek an alert system that casts a wide net in emergency situations

Tammy McKinley/The Enterprise

Korwin Thomas plays on the playground on West 15th in Port Arthur, 
Wednesday. Some residents would like to see sirens installed in West 

Port Arthur to warn citizens of industrial accidents., such as last year, 
when the  Eagle Otome tanker spilled 460,000 gallons of crude oil. 

By Jessica Lipscomb  
and Heather Nolan 
JLipscomb@BeaumontEnterprise.com 
(409) 880-0743

Texas’ U.S. senators had harsh 
words Wednesday for President 
Barack Obama after he proposed 
to cut $4 trillion from the national 
deficit within the next 12 years. 

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
said the president’s plan “does 
not add up” while U.S. Sen. John 
Cornyn said Obama gave a speech 
on rhetoric and not on specifics.

Obama’s plan would call for cuts 
to domestic and defense spending, 
an overhaul of the tax code and 
unspecified changes to Medicare, 
Medicaid and Social Security.

In his speech, Obama said the 
country had been in good finan-
cial shape in the 1990s, but said 

Lawmakers 
aren’t all on 
board with 
deficit plan
State representatives 
skeptical of Obama’s 
proposed measures 

By Shannon Tompkins 
Shannon.Tompkins@Chron.com

Time spent at a boat ramp 
launching and retrieving a vessel 
are the bookends to most days on 
the water.

What happens on and around 
that ramp shouldn’t, but far too 
often does, flavor the whole experi-
ence — and not in a good way. It 
can put a distasteful, teeth-grind-
ing cast on the start of a day or 
leave a bitter aftertaste when driv-
ing away from what should have 
been an enjoyable adventure. 

It can even result in expensive 
damage to the boat.

With spring heading quickly 
toward summer and each weekend 
seeing more of Texas’ 600,000-plus 

registered boats being launched 
and retrieved from Texas coastal 
and inland waterways, it seems ap-
propriate to offer some hard-won 
advice and maybe an insight or two 
concerning the world of boat ramp 
etiquette and associated behavior.

Most, but certainly not all, expe-
rienced boaters have learned this 
stuff and practice it. 

So it’s primarily aimed at giving 
inexperienced boaters a few tips 
on what to do and, perhaps more 
important, what not to do when 
launching and retrieving their 
boat.

Rule No. 1: A ramp’s purpose

Almost all of the problems — 
frustrations, short-tempers, dam-

age to boats, trailers, vehicles, and 
all other disagreeable issues — that 
surface at busy boat ramps could 
be solved if everyone operated 
under this simple rule: 

Inexperience doesn’t have to overshadow etiquette
If you’re patient, follow a few simple rules, 
boat ramp dealings can be relatively stress free

Chuck Burton/The Associated Press

Joe Murray helps friend Dick Grubar, right, remove his boat from the water. 
Launching and loading a boat can be a quick, easy task taking no more 
than a couple of minutes if boaters follow basic rules and tips. rAmP, page 4A

sirens, page 4A

DeFiCit, page 5A

Avoid ramp rage
n Look before you load: Check 
the ramp before backing down, 
particularly unfamiliar ramps or 
ones on the coast. 
n Practice makes perfect: 
Backing a trailer is a learned 
skill. Many haven’t learned it. 
The only cure is practice.
n Don’t be a jerk: Backing a 
trailer in the middle of a double 
ramp, turning a two-boat ramp 
into a one-boat ramp, is rude.
MORE Power poles are expen-
sive to replace when broken: 2A

How much is $1 trillion?
President Barack Obama’s 

plan would call for 
cuts to spending 
that would cut $4 
trillion from the 
national deficit 
within the next 12 

years. 
See what 

you could 
do with 
$1 tril-
lion: 5A
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Boat ramps are for two
things, launching a boat and
retrieving a boat; everything
else needs to be done else-
where.

Without doubt, boaters
who squat in a ramp and
spend five or 10 minutes tak-
ing care of issues that should
have been completed before
entering the ramp or can be
done after exiting it are the
cause of most of the heart-
burn suffered by other boat-
ers at busy launches.

The time to transfer ice
chests, fishing tackle, water
skis and anything else into or
out of a boat and otherwise
prepared to launch or drive
home needs to be done in the
parking lot, not on the ramp
where the dawdling forces
waiting boaters to twiddle
their thumbs and grind their
molars to nubs.

Prepare your boat for launch

When arriving at a launch,
stop in the parking lot (or
get in line behind vehicles
waiting their turn to use the
ramp) and prepare the boat
for launching.

First business is removing
tie-downs, front safety chain
and engine support (Tran-
som Saver) and put the plug
in the boat.

Don’t laugh; launching a
boat without removing tie-
downs or installing a plug
in the boat drain probably
ranks as the most common
mistake made when launch-
ing a boat. And it can ruin a
trip from the start.

“I see it all the time,” Brad
Vratis of Stingaree Marina on
Bolivar Peninsula said of for-
getting to unstrap or plug a
boat before launching. “Peo-
ple leave the straps on the
back of the boat and when
they back down the stern
goes under.”

If the boat doesn’t have
a bowline, put one on it. A
bowline is crucial for maneu-
vering the boat out of the way
if not launched under power
and for tying off to a dock.

Transfer all the gear into
the boat before pulling up to
launch.

Pump the bulb on the gas
line to prime the engine. Hit
the key to make certain the
battery’s got enough juice to
crank the engine. Tilt the en-
gine high enough that the
lower unit won’t hit concrete
when backing down the
ramp —a lot of skegs have
been sheared when folks for-
get to raise the motor when
launching or retrieving their
boat.

On a steep ramp, a stern-

heavy boat on a trailer
equipped with rollers or slick
bunks can very easily slide off
the trailer and slam onto the
bare concrete. This applies
both when launching and re-
trieving a boat. Just remem-
ber to unhook the winch line
before backing the rest of the
way into the water.

Backing in can be tricky

It’ssmarttochecktheramp
before backing down, par-
ticularly unfamiliar ramps or
those on the coast. If tides
are low on the coast, part
of the exposed ramp can be
covered with a slick layer of
algae that can make it tough
for smaller rear-wheel-drive
vehicles to get enough trac-
tion to pull a heavy boat from
the water and can even result
in a heavy boat dragging a
light vehicle down the sloped
ramp and into the water.

When your turn at the
ramp comes, pull up, square
up, and back down. This can
be easier said than done.
Backing a trailer is a learned
skill. A lot of people haven’t
learned it. The only cure is
practice.

If you’re the boater waiting
in line behind a poor trailer
backer, this is a good time to
practice a bit of patience.

Even the worst trailer
backer will usually accom-
plish the feat in a couple
of minutes. And other than
offering to back the trailer
yourself — an act with a high
likelihood of being met with
an angry glare, a curse or a
fist in the nose — there’s not
a lot you can do but wait.

Being inexperienced is allowed,
being inconsiderate isn’t

Having to take a couple
of shots at backing down a
ramp typically is accepted by
other boaters in line; they
might not like the frittered
time, but most grudgingly
endure the wait.

What’s not acceptable is
backing a trailer down the
middle of a double ramp,
turning a two-boat ramp into
a one-boat ramp.

Pick a side.
If launching in the dark

from a double ramp or one
with a long approach where
the next boater can wait di-
rectly uphill, turn off your
vehicle’s headlights when
you’re in the ramp. Those
lights can be blinding to the
person uphill, making it im-
possible to accurately ma-
neuver the trailer down the
ramp.

When launching, you have
the option of manually shov-
ing/floating the boat off the
trailer or cranking the out-
board and powering off the
trailer. Either way, as soon
as the boat clears the trailer,
move it out of the way of the
next person.

Most heavily-used launch-
es have courtesy docks where
boats can be temporarily
tethered. If a courtesy dock
isn’t available, gently beach
the boat on the shore near
the ramp or stand off under
power until the vehicle driver
returns from parking.

If you back a boat-laden
trailer into the water at a
crowded ramp and the boat’s

Dizzy and nauseated
from the fumes, she and her
daughter boarded the truck
and rode with firefighters up
and down the neighborhood
streets picking up other resi-
dents to evacuate them from
harm’s way.

“I appreciated them for do-
ing that,” Rudolph said.

She and others in the
neighborhood interviewed
by The Enterprise had little
complaints about the way the
evacuation was handled by
emergency officials — but
some said a siren system
would make them feel safer.

A few blocks away on the
day of the oil spill, Dianna
and Robert Lewis were qui-
etly watching television in
their home.

They said their block was
not evacuated.

“We didn’t know anything
had happened,” Dianna Lew-
is said. “We got out to go to
the post office and smelled
it.”

That post office branch
was off limits within the evac-
uation zone and they were
turned back by emergency
workers.

Even though their block
wasn’t evacuated, the couple
said they were close enough
to the spill that they would
have liked to know about it.

“They need to let people
know when something is go-
ing on,” Dianna Lewis said.

She and her husband said
they would welcome a siren
system to help them stay in-
formed.

Hemmed in by refineries,
pipelines, the busy waterway
and the port, West Port Ar-
thur residents — like many
Southeast Texans who live
near industrial complexes
— face a myriad of potential

health and safety risks.
Port Arthur’s emergen-

cy plan is administered by
Emergency Management
Coordinator, Major John Ow-
ens of the Port Arthur Police
Department, and was devel-
oped with input from indus-
try, city officials, residents
and other concerned parties.

Owens said he and other
emergency planners dis-
cussed a siren system, but
decided against it on the
grounds that sirens are
more likely to create panic
and don’t deliver the kind of
detailed instructions that a
phone call can give.

The STAN network au-
tomatically notifies all resi-
dents with landlines of situ-
ations with the potential to
affect public health or safety.
Cell phone numbers can also
be called, but residents must
first register those numbers
with the network.

Blackboard Connect, a
similar system, is also used
for community notification
in other Southeast Texas cit-
ies.

In addition, police and fire
vehicles can drive into af-
fected areas sounding their
sirens to alert residents if nec-
essary.

Port Arthur community
activist and restaurant owner
Hilton Kelley, who is on a
committee along with Owens
to develop an EPA backed
environmental justice plan,
does not think the emergen-
cy plan is enough.

Kelley feels that a series
of community meetings and
public service announce-
ments could be used to ex-
plain to residents what dif-
ferent siren sequences could
mean.

“We can be educated on
what one burst means; what

two burst means and so
forth,” he said.

Kelley, who said he was
turned back on the morning
of the Otome collision as he
tried to get to his restaurant,
said he feels the STAN net-
work was ineffective.

Noting that “everybody
doesn’t have a phone,” Kel-
ley said that sirens “could be
another tool in the tool box”

to keep people informed.
Owens admitted that the

STAN system isn’t perfect,
but it can continually be fine
tuned.

“Can it be improved? Ab-
solutely,” he said. “We are
making every effort to con-
tinue disaster preparedness
seminars in different areas of
the city, with work sessions
and seminars.”

He said he was disappoint-
ed to hear Kelley’s criticism.

“Let’s continue to work to-
gether to address these issues
rather than criticizing them,”
he said, adding that “The City
of Port Arthur emergency
management plan has re-
ceived the highest attainable
rating in the state.”

Kelley also complained
that Chevron and Shell have
sirens at their refineries in the
San Francisco Bay Area, but
“refuse” to install them here.

Representatives of South-
east Texas refineries charac-
terized the situation differ-
ently.

Theodore Rolfvonden-
baumen, a spokesman for
Shell Oil, which owns Mo-
tiva Enterprises, said he was
not aware of what kinds of
emergency notification was
in place at Shell refineries
in California, but worker and
community safety is “para-
mount in our eyes.”

He and other refinery rep-
resentatives explained that
they all cooperate with Ow-
ens and other emergency
planning personnel in de-
veloping and implement-
ing emergency notification
plans.

Verna Rutherford, a Motiva
spokeswoman, said refiner-
ies aren’t trying to cut costs or
be secretive.

“It’s not about money; it’s
about getting messages to
people in the most effective
way.”

Linda Koenig, manager
of public affairs for Chevron
Phillips, likewise said her
company strives to cooperate
with local officials in emer-
gency planning — however,
she pointed out that Chevron
and Chevron Phillips are two
separate companies.

While Chevron Phillips

is jointly owned by Chev-
ron and Conoco Phillips, it
is a “stand-alone company,”
Koenig said.

“It’s just apples and orang-
es,” she said. “We can’t tell
them what to do and they
can’t tell us what to do.”

She also said concerned
residents always have a voice
in corporate decisions.

“All our facilities have a citi-
zens action panel or a citizens
advisory panel,” she said.

At least one West Port Ar-
thur resident seemed to sup-
port the current emergency
system in place.

Linda Loval said she was
satisfied with the way the
system worked during the
Otome collision and wasn’t
worried about future inci-
dents.

She said she got the call
to evacuate the day of the oil
spill in plenty of time to get
her elderly mother and her
medications into the car and
leave the area.

Loval, 56, who works in
food service at Christus St.
Mary Hospital, has lived in
the neighborhood for more
than 20 years.

Sunday, she sat out in
front of her house enjoying
the windy afternoon as her
grandson played with her
daughter’s pomeranian, Pee-
Wee.

Asked if she thought a si-
ren system was necessary she
thought about it for a mo-
ment.

On one hand, it would
broadcast a warning across a
wide region, quickly alerting
residents of danger.

But, in agreement with
Owens, she felt they might
cause a panic.

“Everybody would just
start running,” she said.

Tammy McKinley/The Enterprise

Zykeria Washington plays on the playground on West 15th in
Port Arthur, Wednesday. Some residents would like to see si-
rens installed in West Port Arthur to warn citizens of industrial
accidents.

sirens: Programs in California would not necessarily work in SE Texas, some say
Continued from page 1A

ramP: It shouldn’t take more than three or four minutes to launch
Continued from page 1A

engine won’t start after three
or four minutes of cranking
and fiddling with the fuel line
and checking to make certain
the kill switch hasn’t been
engaged, reattach the winch
line, cinch it tight and pull
the rig back into the parking
area. Busy boat ramps are not
the place to work on a balky
motor.

It shouldn’t take more than
three or four minutes, tops, to

launch a boat or reload it
onto its trailer, and that in-
cludes backing the trailer
down the ramp. Anything
longer wastes your time
and the time of the people
not-so-patiently waiting in
line.

Being the cause or vic-
tim of a case of “ramp rage”
isn’t the way to start or end
what should be an enjoy-
able day on the water.

When launching on steep boat ramps, boaters
should keep their vessel secured by its winch line
until reaching the edge of the water, avoiding a stern
-heavy boat sliding off onto the bare concrete as the
boater backs the rig.

Former Port Arthur
JP Knowles dies
By The Enterprise

John W. Knowles, a former
precinct 2 Justice of the Peace
in Port Arthur, died Tuesday at
the age of 79.

Knowles retired from his
post as judge in 1996 after
serving 22 years. He owned
and operated Knowles Am-
bulance Service for 18 years,
worked for the Port Arthur
Police Department for seven
years and was a former Port
Arthur Civil Defense director,
according to Beaumont En-
terprise archives.

KnowleswasborninGreen-
ville, but moved to Nederland
as a child and also lived in
Beaumont, according to En-
terprise archives. He attended
Rosedale Junior High and
French High School. He at-
tended Georgetown Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C., and
graduated from the Institute
of Applied Science and other
FBI training courses, accord-
ing to Enterprise archives.

A 1980 profile of Knowles
in The Enterprise said of the
former judge: “Knowles has a
gift for making people laugh,
and he loves to do it.”

Clayton-Thompson Funer-
al Home in Groves is handling
Knowles’ funeral arrange-
ments. A viewing is planned
for Friday from 5 to 8 p.m. at
the funeral home, 5200 39th
St. A funeral service will be
on Saturday at 1:30 p.m. at the
funeral home.


