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SOUTHEAST TEXAS TALES

The day before Inde-
pendence Day in 1984, the
United States Supreme Court
made a decision that eventu-
ally changed forever one of
the most popular men-only
organizations in the country.

According to an archived
story from The Associated
Press, the high court ruled
unanimously that each

JAYCEES, page 4A

NOW THAT’S A GAME: DOWN 14-0, COWBOYS RALLY, FORCE OT, WIN Crash
kills
teens

The small Orangefield community
is grieving the loss of three young lives
after a wreck early Sunday.

Grey C. Smith and Darrick Allen
Brantley, both 17, and Jacob Lloyd
Bates, 16, were fatally injured in a
head-on collision on Texas 62 south
of FM 105 about 3:30 a.m. Sunday,
according to a Texas Department of
Public Safety report. Smith and Bates

■ Three Orangefield HS
juniors die in a head-on crash
after their vehicle crosses
the center line on Texas 62.

By Sarah Moore
SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0730

ORANGE

Prize finds
writer 21
years later
■ That $50 savings bond
has matured, as has the
young essayist who won an
honorable mention in 1990.

WRECK, page 7A

Sometimes a “Dear John” letter goes
mercifully astray, clearing the way for
decades of wedded bliss.

Sometimes a valuable legacy goes
unclaimed for generations before
finally ending up in the hands of a
grateful heir.

And sometimes, an unclaimed prize
in a high school essay contest turns up
21 years later, with interest.

OK, so it’s not exactly the stuff

By Sarah Moore
SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0730

CONTEST, page 4A

By Julie Garcia
JaGarcia@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 838-2808

Jose Sanchez/The Associated Press

Dallas Cowboys running back Tashard Choice (23) celebrates
after wide receiver Miles Austin scored on a 53-yard touch-

down pass against the San Francisco 49ers in the second
quarter of Sunday’s game in San Francisco. Story on 1B.

Court opened Jaycees to women in ’84
■ An editorial of the
day commented that
the Beaumont chapter
took it with ‘aplomb.’

TV glitz and glamor
Scenes from the Emmy Awards:
BeaumontEnterprise.com/photos

The Jaycees awards banquet attracted quite a
crowd to The Red carpet Inn in Beaumont in

1972. In those days, membership in the orga-
nization was restricted to men.

Enterprise file photo

Kyle Stewart as a
15-year-old student
at West Brook Ninth
Grade Center when
he won an honorable
mention in an essay
contest sponsored
by The Beaumont
Enterprise.

Vote for the high school
football player of the week:
BeaumontEnterprise.com/
huddle

Best in game
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JAYCEES: ‘Men would ... barbecue and talk, while the women (conducted) the meeting’
chapter of the Jaycees, an
organization dedicated
to developing America’s
future leaders, could be
forced by their state boards
to allow women to join.

An Enterprise editorial at
the time said the Beaumont
chapter had accepted the
court ruling with “remark-
able aplomb, although
some may lament that it
took a court order to open
Jaycee ranks to women.”

Hugo MonDragon, now
60, was president of the
Beaumont Jaycees in 1984.
He moved to the Houston
area in the early 1990s, but
remembers his 10 years
with the now defunct orga-
nization fondly.

“We were very active
back then,” MonDragon
said. “We had to have our

first meeting after that an-
nouncement and we invit-
ed the news media for any
questions.”

It was an exciting time
for him, he said, adding
that it was “highly unusual”
because it was the first time
that any woman was al-
lowed to join the Jaycees.

At that first meeting,
three women were admit-
ted into the Beaumont
chapter.

Not long after the rul-
ing, the national chapter
announced that it would
vote on changing its by-
laws, considering the dele-
tion of references to “young
men,” replacing them with
“young people.”

An organization whose
creed refers to the “broth-
erhood of man” and “free
men,” did go on to change

many male-only referenc-
es, including the renam-
ing of a Texas Jaycee award
from the “Outstanding
Young Man” to “Outstand-
ing Young Texan.”

Niki Monceaux is the
current president of the
Orange chapter. She is not
the first woman to be presi-
dent, she said, adding the
president before her also
was a woman.

“Our whole board right
now are all women,” she
said.

Monceaux said she can
only imagine what it would
have been like for the first
few women joining the for-
merly all-male organiza-
tion.

“I don’t think it would be
totally different,” she said.
“I’ve been to a convention
where it’s mostly men.”

When Monceaux joined
the group 11 years ago, she
said there were still more
men than women. Though
it had been more than 15
years since the ruling, there
was still a clear division in
the ranks.

“Men would hang out-
side, barbecue and talk,
while the women would
go in and start conduct-
ing the meeting,” she said.
“You could tell the ‘roost-
ers’ were there more for the
fellowship of it.”

“Roosters” are former
Jaycees who have aged out
of the organization, which
only allows 18- to 40-year-
olds to join as active mem-
bers. Monceaux said the
older ones stay around to
help guide the newer mem-
bers.

MonDragon said that

once women were finally a
part of the group, there was
a period of adjustment for
many of the men.

“My whole thing to the
ones who were against it
was that we had no choice,
so we should take it as a
positive,” MonDragon said.
“It was good for my year.”

There were auxiliary
Jaycee groups that were
women-only that all but
dissolved once the decision
was made. Many of those
members joined the Beau-
mont Jaycees.

The Beaumont chapter’s
membership tripled that
first year, he said. Many
of the women who joined
were single, although some
were married to members.

“The women got very in-
volved and it was a boost to
our organization there in

Beaumont,” he said.
Monceaux has found

men in other chapters who
are dedicated to changing
the original Jaycee creed
wording to make it more
inclusive.

“I don’t believe that it
should be rewritten,” Mon-
ceaux said. One of the re-
write proponents “was
completely offended and
worried that we would
lose memberships (if some
wording wasn’t changed).
The creed is the foundation
and what we were built on
and what we stand for.”

MonDragon agrees.
“You wouldn’t change

the pledge of allegiance,”
he said. “I don’t think that it
should be changed.”

Southeast Texas Tales is a weekly
Enterprise feature that examines
regional history.

Continued from page 1A

ContESt: ‘That part of me hasn’t changed,’ he said of theme his essay expressed
legends are made of, but it’s
worth, at the very least, an
honorable mention.

Or as the prize-winning
essayist in question, Kyle
Stewart, put it, “Sometimes
things come out of nowhere
and make you smile.”

Stewart was a 15-year-
old ninth-grader at West
Brook Ninth Grade Center
in 1990 when he entered
a Beaumont Enterprise es-
say contest, probably at the
urging of his English teach-
er mother.

When the results of the
contest, themed “A World
of Difference,” were an-
nounced, Stewart was
awarded an honorable
mention, a distinction that
came with a certificate and
a $50 savings bond. Some-
how, neither made it into
his hands.

The next year, Stewart
moved to Austin, where

he completed high school,
then went on to study his-
tory at the University of
Texas.

Two decades passed,

and the envelope contain-
ing his prize and a framed
certificate sat waiting in
The Enteprise’s library.

The yellowed envelope

sported the printed logo
“Together we can make A
WORLD OF DIFFERENCE”
and a label, whose adhe-
sive was ready to give up
the ghost at the slightest
touch, upon which was
typed Stewart’s name.

“I don’t know — I was
15,” he said when asked
why he never claimed the
prize. The $50 he wouldn’t
be able to spend for years
might not have seemed
worth the bother.

But after all these years,
the bond had matured to
a not-so-whopping $72.60,
according to an interest cal-
culator on the U.S. Treasury
website. Stewart had ma-
tured into a husband and
father, employed as a sales
manager for Hoovers.

Although the prize
is a modest one, Stewart
seemed pleased — and
somewhat amused — at
being contacted.

He said he likely would
give the money to his chil-
dren, Caleb, 7, and 3-year-
old Chloe.

What with the English
teacher mother and all,
reading and writing skills
are valued highly in his
family, so perhaps it will
go for books for bedtime
reading.

Stewart recalled the con-
test, albeit dimly.

“I do remember seeing
the results in the newspa-
per,” he said. “You always
remember events from that
age, but you don’t always
remember how you felt.”

He didn’t recall the sub-
ject of his essay until an
emailed PDF file of it in
the July 9, 1990, Enterprise
jogged his memory.

“Haha, this is brilliant,”
he responded. “Interesting
read, a bit clunky at times
but it works!”

Stewart’s fanciful essay

begins, “Imagine a rain-
bow, stretching across the
sky in only single colors of
red, blue or green!”

He goes on to elaborate
the ways a world without
differences would be dull,
like a single-hued rainbow.

“In a way, the world is
much like that multi-col-
ored rainbow,” he wrote in
1990.

The short essay ends,
“For the world to achieve
the brilliance of the rain-
bow, everyone must cel-
ebrate and encourage the
rainbow of man.”

Stewart said those words
still ring true for him today.

“Absolutely, that part of
me hasn’t changed!” he
said.

And he admitted the
sentiments might have gar-
nered some teasing.

“Yes, there probably was
a little ribbing that took
place amongst friends.”

Continued from page 1A

Photo provided by Kyle Stewart

Kyle Stewart, now of Austin, with his wife Stephanie.

The worst drought in re-
corded Texas history has
claimed another victim.

The Jefferson County
Master Gardeners fall plant
sale has been officially can-
celled because the group
was unable to get enough
plants from suppliers due
to the withering heat and
dry conditions this sum-
mer, said Cecil Hightower,
a member of the test gar-
den team out at the Jack
Brooks Regional Airport.

Although the Master
Gardeners have, through
diligent effort, managed
to grow a modest crop of
healthy plants, the quan-
tity just isn’t there to justify
holding the event as usual.

They want to avoid dam-
aging the reputation of the
semi-annual sale.

“It was just not up to par
of our usual sale and we
didn’t want people to get
turned off and not come to
our spring sale,” Hightower
said.

He’s been hearing from
nurserymen around the re-
gion that their greenhouses
got so hot this summer they
had to remove the plants
to keep from cooking them
in truly sweltering “hot
houses.”

“Even with fans and ven-
tilation, when you have a
115 heat index outside, it
can be 105, 110 degrees in
the greenhouse,” he said.
“Delicate plants aren’t lik-
ing it too much.”

It’s a tale of horticultur-
al woe that many a Texas
backyard gardener can re-
late to this summer, as they
watched helplessly as their
foliage drooped and shriv-

eled.
“It’s almost like you can’t

water them enough,” High-
tower said.

However, he told gar-
deners not to fret if their
yards are looking brown
and withered after a sum-
mer that was more like a
furious onslaught than a
season.

Now that the hot condi-
tions have begun to wane,

there’s still time for a new
crop of annuals like zinnias
and marigolds to inject a
bit of fall color.

Plants and gardeners
should be rejoicing at Sun-
day’s cool, drizzly condi-
tions, which should con-
tinue to be relatively mild
today.

The forecast calls for
highs in the upper 80s and
a 50 percent chance of rain,

according to the National
Weather Service.

Highs in the low 90s are
predicted for the rest of the
week through Thursday,
along with 20-30 percent
chances of thundershow-
ers.

“It feels good out there
now,” Hightower observed.
“I wish it would stay like
this for another month.”

Drought kills fall plant sale
n The Master
Gardeners decide to
call it off and hope
for a better spring.
By Sarah Moore
SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
(409) 880-0730

Henry Flowers addresses the Thyme for Herbs Society’s
audience about different types of herbs Sunday. The Jef-

ferson County Master Gardeners grew a modest crop of
plants for their fall sale but decided it wasn’t enough.

Guiseppe Barranco/The Enterprise

Wreck severely
injures man

A 53-year-old Groves
man was hospitalized
with “severe injuries” af-
ter a collision Saturday,
according to a Groves Po-
lice Department report.

The wreck occurred
about 8:24 p.m. in the
3700 block of FM 366.

The injured man was
riding a motorcycle,
which struck an SUV that
pulled out of a parking
lot in front of him.

The collision is under
investigation. No further
information was avail-
able Sunday afternoon.

Fire doesn’t
look suspicious

A garage fire in North
Beaumont was quickly
extinguished early Sun-
day.

The fire was reported
at about 5:18 a.m. in the
5900 block of Mead-
owview, according to a
Beaumont Fire Depart-
ment report.

The fire was contained
to the garage and un-
der control within 20
minutes, although fire-
fighters remained on the
scene until about 7:30
clearing smoke and put-
ting out “hot spots.”

The residents of the
house were away and
there were no injuries.
Some smoke damage to
the house occurred.

Investigators are still
working to determine
the fire’s orgin, which
does not appear to be
suspicious.

The Enterprise

FOR THE RECORD

DBAs

Assumed name (doing
business as) filings from
the Jefferson County Clerk’s
office:

Southeastern Construc-
tion, 646 Orleans, Beau-
mont, Walter Weaver

365 Scrap Metal &
Recycling, 9957 Hwy. 365,
Beaumont, Jose Antonio
Gonzales

Texas Express, 6685
Lexington, Unit No. 19,
Beaumont, Korey Jackson

College Street Auto Tint,

910 Edgemore, Beaumont,
Shelli Smith

Cessac Boat Storage,
1416 Spurlock Road, Ned-
erland, Dwayne Cessac

Step Inn Food Mart,
2700 Houston St., Beau-
mont, Eros Investment Inc.

AJA Corp. dba Tequila
Rok, 260 Crockett St.,
Beaumont, Adam Fontenot

Phyllis Burgutzis dba Pan-
orama Painting Co., 1560
Chamberlin Drive, Beau-
mont, Phyllis Burgutzis

Livin Legend Soap Co.,
4630 Collier Road, Apt.
522, Beaumont, John Dal-
ton Goss Livin Legend

On Trak LLC, 3705 Ninth
Ave., Port Arthur, Orange On

Trak LLC
Hardware International,

1708 Avenue J, Nederland,
Agustin Mascorro

Sunshine Quick Stop,
709 Hwy. 87 North, Newton,
Kalanniketan USA Inc.

Sonny’s Bar-Be-Que II,
2197 Washington Blvd.,
Beaumont, Anita Allison

Timeless Treasures, 745
Wade, Beaumont, Sharon
Thibodeaux

Helping Hand Ed, P.O. Box
12636, Beaumont, Rena
Colleen Hunt

Bruce’s Lawn Care, 5158
Lakeshore Drive, Port Ar-
thur, Bruce Cody Hill

Naomi Fashions, 3871
Stagg Drive, Beaumont,

Chong Suk Cho
Vokswagen of Beaumont,

1675 South State St., Suite
B, Dover, Del., GPI TX-SVII
Inc.

Gladiator Baseball, 3100
Hwy. 365, Box 40, Port
Arthur, Lloyd Varnado

Tri-City Foundation Co.,
1820 North 31st St., Ned-
erland, John Paul Landry
and Rupert S. Foster

LJM Carriers, 1149
Spring St., Nederland, Lon-
nie R. Mosley

Car Express, 1210 Wash-
ington Blvd., Beaumont, Car
Depot dba Car Express

Inspired X Design,
1585 Victoria Ave., No. 4,
Beaumont, Patrice Marcell

Landry
Granny Jo’s Antiques and

Collectibles, 930 Harriot
St., Beaumont, Jo Ann
Justice

Torres Roofing, 412 N.
Fourth St., Nederland, Luis
Torres Arredondo

Thompson’s Flowers,
1237 Boston Ave., Neder-
land, Greg Fleming

Fuzzy’s Taco Shop, 5655
Eastex Freeway, Beaumont,
Baja Tacos Amigos 2 LLC

Whimsy, 116 Crown
Ridge Drive, Nederland, Kari
Butler

Brantley’s Auto, 2125
Harriot St., Beaumont, Riley
I. Brantley

Tequila Rok, 260 Crock-

ett St., Beaumont, Adam
Fontenot

Morvant Enterprises,
11025 Hwy. 124, Beau-
mont, John K. Morvant

Morvant RV & Boat
Storage, 11025 Hwy. 124,
Beaumont, John K. Morvant

Sure Shot Game Calls,
4970 Wilson St., Groves,
Sure Shot Calls LLC

Summit Chl, 5775 Kohler,
Beaumont, Justin Hidalgo

Club Envy, 1390 Gulf St.,
Beaumont, Franceska Lewis

United Methodist Temple
of Port Arthur Texas, 3120
Central Mall Drive, Port
Arthur, United Methodist
Temple of Port Arthur Texas
Inc.


