
.com SE Texans hungry for fresh food
View a gallery from the first Beaumont Farmers Market
of the year: BeaumontEnterprise.com/photos
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For years,NormaDeLa
Rosa looked forward to the
day theTexas Education
Agencymight step in and
cleanhouse at El Paso ISD.

After awidespread cheat-
ing scandal rocked thedistrict
and the superintendentwas
convicted for his part in it, De
LaRosa, a teacher for 38 years,
her felloweducators and
many citizens gotwhat they
longed for.

The state’s education agen-

cy inDecember 2012 replaced
El Paso ISD’s bickering and
dysfunctional boardof trust-
eeswith aboardofmanagers,
basically sidelining elected
officials for two yearswhile
appointedmanagersmake
decisions for thedistrict.

It’s not a far cry fromwhat
many in theBeaumont com-
munitywant for Beaumont
ISD.

WithTEA investigating
several areaswithin thedis-
trict andamonitor already in
place in the Special Education
department, organizations
like theGreater Beaumont
Chamber ofCommerce
andLeagueofUnitedLatin
AmericanCitizenshave called
for Superintendent Timothy
Chargois’ resignation and a
takeover by TEA.

Most choose to keep their powder dry on a rainy day for
a gun rally, but a sprinkling stage a march down Dowlen

Photos by Jake Daniels/@JakeD_in_SETX

Pamela Smith, left, Shannon Franklin, 15, Meagyn
Franklin, 11, and Mike Franklin march in Satur-
day’s right-to-carry rally. Come and Take It Beau-

mont held a march down Dowlen Road in which
participants carried long arms as well as Texas
and U.S. flags.

The threat of rain dampened atten-
dance at themost recent Come and
Take it Beaumont rally andmarch,
but not the ardor of those present.

About a dozenpeople, including three chil-
dren, toted long guns as theywalked a short
distance up anddownDowlenRoadwaving
American andTexas flags.
The rally began after a radio broadcast in

GUN RALLY, page 10A
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0'0-3K,KFN -KNL+ +E 37--&R .K-07-G,C .H7N, 7F1 *G5-0HH7, Lessons
of school
scandals
! The El Paso school
district, under state
control, offers a look at
BISD’s possible future.

Interest in reforming
marijuana laws packed
LogonCafe on Saturday, and
passion for the plant brought
speaker after speaker to the
microphone to share their
experiences.

The experience of Port Ar-
thur resident JeremyBorque,
whose plantswere seized by
Port Arthur police last week,
helped to galvanize a group of
residents to organize a chap-
ter ofNORML—theNational
Organization for Reformof
Marijuana Laws. Themeet-
ing at the Logonwas to elect a
board of directors and go over
legal regulations.

Activist RoyceAbrego
talked of the benefit to the
state’s highways, hospitals
and schools brought by tax
revenue like that Colorado is
seeing frommarijuana sales.

Local organizer Corey
Mendes cited a $42million
price tag each year in Texas
for enforcingmarijuana laws,
aswell as the loss of econom-
ic benefits from industrial
hemp.

But onequestion resonated
strongestwith the audience:
If you had a loved one suffer-
ing fromadebilitating illness,
and therewas something that
would ease their suffering,
wouldn’t you do anything to
get it—even if it were illegal?

Borque,whohas been
successfully using a strain
developed for itsmedicinal
properties to control his epi-
lepsy, was one of thosewho
spoke uppassionately for
medicinalmarijuana.

Advocates: Pot
eases suffering
! SE Texans describe
experiences they say
justify reform of laws
on use of marijuana.

MARIJUANA, page 5A

Take itor leave it

Pamela Smith offers cookies to marchers.
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'$)%" TEA is still investigating attendance, testing and district governance
Greg Sholl, president of

theBeaumontTeachersAs-
sociation, said his organi-
zation doesn’t know what
to expect if the Texas Edu-
cationAgencyplacesacon-
servator at the Beaumont
school district’s helm.

“None of us has ever
gone through it,” he said.
“We don’t know what
would happen.”

Currently, Beaumont
ISD has amonitor oversee-
ing the Special Education
department because of de-
ficiencies there.

Fred Shafer, formerly the
Director of Special Educa-
tion Solutions for Region 4,
Director of Special Educa-
tion at Katy ISD and Coor-
dinator for Special Educa-
tion at Region 3, will be
introducedtoBISDtrustees
at Thursday night’s board
meeting.

With TEA still investigat-
ing Beaumont ISD’s atten-
dance, testing and district
governance, the possibility
exists for more sanctions,
including more moni-
tors in other departments,
a conservator or board of
managers.

It would be rare, said the

TEA’s DeEtta Culbertson,
for the agency not to im-
pose any sanctions at this
point.

De La Rosa, president of
the El Paso Teachers Asso-
ciation, warns those argu-
ing for TEA involvement in
Beaumont that it might not
bewhat they envision.

“Our expectations have
not culminated in what we

expected,” shesaid. “It’snot
been easy being under a
conservatorship of TEA.”

Since the takeover,DeLa
Rosa said she feels that ev-
erything the teachers do is
scrutinized and stifled. In-
stead of collegiality, teach-
ers keep to themselves,
afraid the slightest remark
will be taken thewrongway
and they’ll be targeted. De

La Rosa called the condi-
tions “demoralizing.”

“It’s not what we want-
ed,” she said. “Morale is
very, very bad — worse
now than before. Morale
was bad when things went
down, but we were hop-
ing that by this time there
would be a healing process
and we could move for-
ward, but we haven’t been

able to.”
Culbertson said she has

not received complaints
about the board of manag-
ers at El Paso. She add-
ed that they have been
brought in with the goal
of rightingproblemswithin
the district, which is not an
easy task.

But it’s not ahostile take-
over, Culberston said. The
board of managers should
operate like the school
board does, taking into
consideration staff and
community input.

One of De La Rosa’s con-
cerns is that TEA’s choices
forappointedmanagersare
not educators and do not
understand what it takes
to teach.

Culbertson, however,
said that many of the lead-
ers ineducationaren’t edu-
cators.

“If you think about it,
the people who are elect-
ed to school boards aren’t
educators either ... but you
still have educators in the
place,” she said of admin-
istrators. “Even a superin-
tendent has to be business-
savvy, education-savvy and
politically savvy. It’s the
perfect mix, and you bring

all that expertise together
to make the best district
they can.”

De La Rosa hopes the
current situation in El Paso
ISD is “the storm before
the calm” but fears how
changes the board of man-
agers will make could neg-
atively affect teachers and
students.

“We’re going to plow
through these changes and
will fight some that come
down and (that) doesn’t
mean we’ll win, but we’ll
give it the 1-2 go,” she said.
“We’llmove forward.”

Should TEA send moni-
tors or conservators or
even a board of managers
to Beaumont, De La Rosa
advised teachers to band
together as professionals
and advocates for the stu-
dent.

“In order for things to
turn around, everyone
needs to be united in one
front andcause to fixwhat’s
wrong,”shesaid.“Thecom-
munity needs to be vigi-
lant in what’s happening in
their schools andwith their
kids.”

ARMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
Twitter.com/amyrmoore

Continued from page 1A

!(*$#&(+(" Advocates of medical use question rationale of laws that forbid it
Borque, like many who

spoke, had struggled for
years to find a solution
for his medical problem
without relief. Prescription
medication was often inef-
fective, or the side effects
were almost as bad as the
disease.

Marijuanawasnot an in-
stant cure for him, but after
several years of research
and experimentation, he
finally began to get some
significant relief.

“The last two years were
themostsuccessfulforme...
Rightup toa year is thebest
I’ve felt in eight or nine
years,” he said, adding that
“without a doubt” medical
marijuana has helped him

to have “a normal life.”
Most of the speakers did

not tend to perpetuate the
stereotypes of pot smokers.

Mary Sue Williams, 82,
a frail white-haired wom-
an who walks with a cane,
spoke vigorously of the
need for Texas to legalize
marijuana, at least for me-
dicinal uses.

“Texas is so darn slow!”
she said, adding that as a
native Texan, she felt quali-
fied to say that. “If we can
just get it going there’s
enough people in the state
thatwill help us out.”

Williams first learned
about the medical uses
of marijuana as a young
medical technician in the
1950s, when she cared for
a chemotherapy patient

who couldn’t keep down
any food.

The man’s son brought
hima joint, whichhe reluc-
tantly agreed to try.

“He smoked a little bit
and it calmedhis stomach,”
she said. “I was very young
at the time but I have al-
ways felt there was a place
formarijuana.”

Others spoke of using
marijuanatohelpwithpain
from fibromyalgia, arthritis
and a neurological condi-
tion causing excruciating
pain.

Faith Baker described
the herb as a gift from God
to heal suffering in the
world.

Benjamin Tanner, who
suffers from diabetes, said
he quickly noticed that

marijuana use helped to
lower his blood sugar.

He said there has been
some research done on
marijuana’s effects on
blood sugar regulation,
but more research and de-
velopment could help dia-
betics reduce their insulin
dependence and stay less
insulin dependent.

“For too long, we’ve
been like fiends in the dark
becauseof the stigmaof so-
ciety,” he said. “It is medi-
cine.”

Silsbee area resident
Larry Williams, 65, said a
relativewithamentalprob-
lem that turned his fam-
ily’s life upside down has
been almost completely
transformed by use of a
very small amount ofmari-

juana.
Medication prescribed

by doctors put her into a
zombie-like stupor.

He himself does not
smoke marijuana, but like
many of those present, he
questioned why drugs with
harmful side effects are
FDA approved for medi-
cal use, when marijuana,
with a 3,000-year history
of medicinal use, is out of
bounds.

But it wasn’t all about
medicalmarijuana.

The recreational use of
marijuana also got some
support.

Mike Johnson said while
heunderstands somedon’t
care for it, putting it in the
same class as drugs that
damage health and kill

people iswrong.
“I smoked it for 40 years.

I liked it,” he said, adding
that he has never heard of
anyone dying of a mari-
juana overdose.

“If you like to smoke a
joint, smoke a joint!” said
Maggie Carter, who identi-
fied herself as “an activist
from long ago.”

Sunnie Tillman, 30, of
Warren said the marijuana
prohibition has had the
consequence of driving
people to use a synthetic
substance purporting to be
amarijuana substitute.

“I’ve lost several friends
over this poison in a pack-
et,” she said.

SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
Twitter.com/Daily_Tiger

Continued from page 1A

File photo by Juan Carlos Llorca/The Associated Press

Judge Alex Gonzalez, left, administers the oath of office in May 2013 to a board of
managers appointed by the state to replace the El Paso school district’s elected board
of trustees in the wake of a district-wide testing scandal.
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