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‘Mom, you’re avenged’

Inside
■ Police chief reflects on the
day of the shooting, 12A.

Victim’s family hopes life inspires others
■ Road to recovery after
a burning incident can
take as long as two years
as the body repairs itself.

When someone is as badly
burned as Dustin Creekmore
was in a fire at ExxonMobil in
Beaumont April 17, the physical
world becomes the enemy and
the emotional world becomes as
painful as the trauma.

Nurses, friends and family
and the natural world all present
potentially lethal challenges all

By Tim Monzingo

to burn victims. The worst-case
scenario hit Creekmore’s family
full force last and they’re hoping
his life will inspire others.

Creekmore, a mixed martial
arts fighter and boilermaker for
Signature Industrial Services
wasn’t one to let problems get
him down, his brother Josh Bor-

Dustin
Creekmore,
24, died
April 27 af-
ter suffering
burns from a
fire at Exxon-
Mobil.

delon said, but on April 27, his
injuries overwhelmed him and
he died.

Creekmore was 24 years old.
He was one of four taken to

the University of Texas Medical
Branch at Galveston for severe
burns following the fire. Since
then, one of those patient’s con-
dition has been upgraded to seri-
ous condition and two remain in
critical condition, according to
hospital officials.

“It’s different when you expect
something. It’s not as difficult,”
Bordelon said. “When you take

Courthouse shooter Bartholomew Granger found guilty and awaits sentencing, which could be death

Photos by Guiseppe Barranco/The Enterprise

Deborah Ray Holst sighs in relief Tuesday after looking to the sky
and saying, ‘Mom you are avenged — and we love you,’ shortly after
Bartholomew Granger was found guilty on capital murder charges

from the shooting death of Holst’s mother Minnie Ray Sebolt. The
trial stems from the 2012 courthouse shooting. ‘This is the best feel-
ing I’ve had in over a year and a half,’ she said, smiling.

GRANGER, page 12A

Deborah Holst wants Bartho-
lomew Granger to die.

Following Tuesday’s convic-
tion of Granger in last year’s
shooting spree outside the
Jefferson County Courthouse, a
jury today will decide whether
the 42-year-old Houston man
should be put to death for gun-
ning down 79-year-old Minnie
Ray Sebolt in the commission of
another crime, witness retalia-
tion.

The nine-woman, three-man
Galveston County jury took
less than two hours to convict
Granger of capital murder.

Granger did not outwardly
react when the guilty verdict was
read, but later, as bailiffs

By Sarah Moore

GALVESTON

Bartholomew Granger enters
the Galveston County courtroom
shortly before closing arguments
on Tuesday.

Follow Beth Rankin’s live coverage from
Nashville on Thursday of Southeast Texas
country music legend George Jones’ funeral
service at the historic Grand Ole Opry House:
■ Twitter.com/BeaumontBeth
■ Facebook.com/BeaumontBeth
& on BeaumontEnterprise.com
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GRANGER: Jury has only two options — death or life in prison without possibility of parole
escorted him from the
courtroom, he grinned and
winked at prosecutors Pat
Knauth and Ed Shettle.

Holst, Sebolt’s daughter,
smiled broadly just after
the verdict was read, then
sat quietly until the court
recessed.

“Tremendous,” she said
when asked how she felt.
Then she turned to Shettle
and hugged him.

Outside the courthouse,
she looked up at the sky.

“Mom, you’re avenged
— and we love you,” she
said.

She talked about Sebolt’s
vibrant life. The Deweyville
grandma had been white-
water rafting and bungee-
jumping not long before
her death.

“She was 79 going on 30,”
Holst said. “I couldn’t keep
up with her. My 27-year-
old daughter couldn’t even
keep up with her.”

Holst said she wants
Granger to receive the
death penalty. The jury has
only two options in sen-
tencing Granger: death or
life in prison without the

possibility of parole.
“I don’t think they could

have any doubt that he
needs to go to death row,”
she said. “He’s a menace to
everyone… He’d hurt any-
one and anybody he thinks
has done him any wrong.”

Granger was shooting at
his ex-girlfriend, Claudia
Jackson, who was a wit-
ness in his aggravated sex-
ual assault trial in Crimi-
nal District Court, when he
gunned down Sebolt in the
courthouse doorway on
March 14, 2012.

Granger testified he shot
and ran over his daugh-
ter, Samantha Jackson, the
complaining witness in the
trial that day, though he
denied shooting Sebolt or
Claudia Jackson.

In closing arguments
Tuesday,Shettle’sindicated
he doesn’t believe Granger
has any redeeming value to
warrant preserving his life.

“Evil and hate made him
do what he did,” Shettle
said.

Judge Bob Wortham
sustained a defense objec-
tion when Shettle called
Granger “an evil creature.”

Continued from page 1A Shettle amended that to
“evil person,” but Wortham
sustained defense attorney
James Makin’s objection to
that as well.

But Shettle made his
point, noting the appro-
priateness of the rap name,
“Mr. Hyde,” which Granger
had chosen for himself.

In the novel by Robert
Louis Stevenson, “Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde,” Mr. Hyde is
the dark side of Dr. Jekyll’s
psyche.

“Mr. Hyde was a beast,”
Shettle said. “The absolute
personification of every-
thing evil in human na-
ture.”

Shettle characterized
the essence of Granger’s
defense:

“Samantha Jackson
needed killing. That’s his
defense. Samantha my
daughter needed to be
killed,” Shettle said. “Did
she lie on him — or did
she just get out from un-
der his control? As a child
molester, you have to have
control. When you lose
control of your victim you
get caught.”

It was being held ac-
countable on his sexual
misconduct that drove him
to commit murder, Shettle
told the jurors.

“Indeed, it is much bet-
ter to go to prison as a killer
than as a child molester.
There is no question about
it. That’s one thing he was
right about.”

In defense closing ar-
guments, defense attor-
ney James Makin tried to
insert doubt by talking
about the chaotic shooting
scene and conflicting wit-
ness testimony. Different
witnesses said Samantha
Jackson was standing, sit-
ting or lying down when
Granger ran over her in a
pickup truck.

“You heard some of the
witnesses talk about what
they saw — for some every-
thing happens real quick,
some saw a automatic
weapon fire going on in
chaos, it’s different for ev-
ery witness,” Makin said.
“…There were an unbeliev-
able amount of shots being
fired.”

He also noted that a fo-

rensic pathologist hired by
the defense had a different
opinion than the county’s
medical examiner, Dr. Lisa
Funte.

The hired expert
said she believed Funte
switched the exit and en-
trance wounds on Sebolt’s
autopsy. Had Funte been
incorrect, that would have
meant the bullet that killed
Sebolt came from inside
the courthouse, rather
than from the direction of
the street, something that
no witness account or evi-
dence supported.

He further questioned
why certain witnesses
weren’t called and why no
DNA evidence was offered.

All of this added up to
“reasonable doubt,” Makin
said.

Granger testified Mon-
day that he emptied a
10-bullet magazine while
shooting his daughter, Sa-
mantha Jackson, and could
not have shot anyone in
the courthouse entrance.
Claudia Jackson and an-
other woman hit by bullets
at the courthouse entrance

identified Granger last
week as the person who
shot them.

Prosecutor Pat Knauth
said he sympathized with
the defense’s difficulty.

“They had a tough case,
they had to stand in front of
a mountain and say there
is no mountain,” he said,
proceeding to list witness
after witness who testified
they saw Granger open fire
on the front of the court-
house.

Knauth said Granger
showed no remorse for
killing Sebolt.

Knauth also pointed to
Granger’s response to his
daughter’s allegations of
rape, saying they weren’t
the actions of a falsely ac-
cused father.

“The amount of anger,
hatred and bitterness built
up in that person — that’s
not about being lied about;
that’s about betrayal — his
lover has told on him,” Kn-
auth said.

SCMoore@BeaumontEnterprise.com
Twitter.com/Daily_Tiger

By Tim Monzingo
and Dan Wallach

Beaumont Police Chief
James Singletary lauded
his officers for their efforts
in helping to apprehend
Bartholomew Granger af-
ter he ducked into the RCI
fabrication shop on Neches
Street in Beaumont in the
moments after Granger un-
leashed a barrage of bul-
lets at the Jefferson County
courthouse, killing Minnie
Ray Sebolt, on March 14,
2012.

Fabrication shop em-
ployeesmanagedtosubdue
Granger, who had intended
to take them hostage as
police swarmed around
the industrial shop just a
couple of blocks west of the
courthouse.

“That would have been a
tough entry for us,” Single-
tary said. “They made it
easy for us.”

Art Richard, owner of
Richard Construction Inc.,
did not return a call from
The Enterprise seeking
comment on the actions of
his employees.

Beaumont police ex-
ercised an abundance of

caution on the day of the
shooting. Officers escorted
RCI employees out of the
shop on Neches Street with
hands on their heads and
in single file while they
checked identification.

Soon after, officers put
the employees in the bed
of a pickup truck for the
short drive to the Beau-
mont police department
headquarters for a debrief-
ing on the incident. Some
RCI employees testified in
Granger’s trial.

“There were so many
heroes that day,” Single-
tary said. “RCI was a big
part of it.”Jefferson County
Sheriff Mitch Woods said
he believes the jury made
the right decision with the
conviction, but that was the
easy part.

“(The sentencing) will be
the most difficult part,” he
said Tuesday. “There’s nev-
er been a question whether
he did it or not.”

Woods said he believes
the death sentence is an
appropriate response to
Granger’s actions.

TMonzingo@BeaumontEnterprise.com

Police reflect on
day of shooting

Senate bill OKs
student guns in
cars on campus

University leadership
hoping to keep guns out
of campus parking areas
would have their hands tied
under a new bill approved
in the Senate Tuesday.

The proposal requires
higher education institu-
tions to allow students with
concealed handgun licens-
es to store and transport
handguns and ammunition
in their vehicles on cam-
pus.

Senate rules were sus-
pended last week to rush
SB 1907, which was filed
weeks after the deadline,
through the chamber after
a senior Democrat declared
a broader proposal to allow
guns in classrooms dead.

“(The handgun) is locked
out of sight, out of mind,”
said the bill’s author Sen.
Glenn Hegar, R-Katy, not-
ing that a law he sponsored
last session currently allows
faculty and staff to store
firearms in their vehicles.

Sen. Royce West, D-
Dallas, voiced concern the
new proposal would usurp
power from university lead-
ership, but he ultimately
voted in favor of the bill.

University of Texas Sys-
tem Chancellor Francisco
Cigarroa penned a letter in
opposition to allowing guns
on campus in March to Gov.
Rick Perry and school lead-
ers historically have been
opposed to the idea.

By Kolten Parker

KParker@Express-News.net
Twitter.com/KoltenParker

Carrying a firearm is the
student’s constitutional
right, Hegar said, adding his
bill only applies to students
who have undergone CHL
training and a background
check. The bill passed 27
to 4.

It now goes to the House,
where it has yet to be placed
on that chamber’s calen-
dar.

Sen. Jose Rodriguez,
D-El Paso, one of four sena-
tors who voted against the
bill, said it would “abso-
lutely” make college cam-
puses more dangerous and
provide quicker access to
weapons for students.

“I think it’s perverse,” Ro-
driguez said of legislation
aimed at increasing public
places guns are allowed.

“At some point, people
are going to have to wake
up to the fact that while we
respect the Second Amend-
ment that does not mean
we should have an arm in
every single nook and cran-
ny of this society,” he said.

Sen. Brian Birdwell, R-
Granbury, author of the
broader bill to allow guns
in classrooms that has been
declared dead, gave his
word to the upper cham-
ber he would not attempt
to expand Hegar’s bill to
include classrooms with an
amendment.
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